
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox Church 
welcomes you today to celebrate this blessed feast with us! 
Please take a moment to introduce yourself to the clergy 
and the people of our parish. Following the Paschal 
Liturgy, we will break the 7-week fast by sharing our food 
Baskets and traditional red Pascha eggs with each other. 
Feel free to ask any questions about our worship, the 
chapel, or anything the Lord puts in your heart to 
ask. Again, welcome! We invite all Baptized and 
Chrismated members of the Orthodox Church to receive 
Holy Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy 
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession, and 
fasting according to the discipline of your home parish. If 
you are not taking Holy Communion today, please accept a 
piece of blessed bread. Although it is not Holy Communion 
it is a token of our welcome and love! We long for the day 
when we can all take Holy Communion together! 
 

 
 

Paschal Troparion 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by 

death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
 

Paschal Hypakoe – Tone 8 
Before the dawn Mary and the women came and found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb. They heard the 
angelic voice: “Why do you seek among the dead as a 

Man the One Who is everlasting Light? Behold the 
clothes in the grave; go and proclaim to the world: 

‘The Lord is risen; He has slain death, as He is the Son 
of God, saving the race of man.’” 

 
Paschal Kontakion – Tone 8 

You descended into the tomb, O Immortal; You 
destroyed the power of death. In victory You arose, O 

Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the 
Myrrhbearing Women, granting peace to Your Apostles, 

and bestowing the Resurrection on the fallen. 
 

Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church 
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641 

 
Sunday April 16, 2017 (Tone 8) 

Great and Holy Pascha 
Please Welcome Fr. Basil Stoyka 
 

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM 
Sunday Reading the Hours – 9:10 AM 
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM 

 
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander 

(Golitzin) Bishop of Dallas, the South, 
and the Bulgarian Diocese 

Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh, 
Mission Administrator 

 
 

Christ is Risen! 
Indeed He is Risen! 

 

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information! 
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/ 

 



Prokeimenon Tone 8 
 This is the day which the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

V: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever! 
 	  

Epistle Reading – Acts 1:1-8 
The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which He 
was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to 
whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during 
forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, 
he commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, 
“you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

Tone 4 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

V: Thou didst arise and have mercy on Zion 
V: The Lord looked down from heaven and saw all the sons of men 

  
Gospel Reading – John 1:1-17     

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. There 
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred 
before me, for He was before me.’” And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was 
given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 
The Angel Cried 

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son 
is risen from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye 
people! Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone on you. Exult now exult, 

and be glad, O Zion! Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!  
 

Communion Hymn 
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 
 



THE HISTORY OF PASCHA EGGS 
It appears, from historical sources, that eggs were first dyed red at Pascha by Christians in 
Mesopotamia, perhaps as early as the second or third century. From there, the tradition 
spread to Greece and then throughout the Christian world. At that time, Ukraine already had 
a strong and ancient tradition of making intricately decorated eggs, called pysanky. When 
the tradition of making red eggs for Pascha arrived in Ukraine, people did not quit making 
pysanky. Instead, they adapted their existing customs into the celebration of Pascha. 
 

THE TRADITION OF PASCHA FOOD BASKETS 
Today, most of us think that bringing of Pascha baskets loaded with meat and cheese and 
other rich foods to church is a Slavic custom. But it wasn’t always so. It was once the 
universal practice of the Church. In the early days of the Church, on the Great Feasts, 
families brought baskets of food to church, where the baskets would be blessed and the food 
shared. We see that custom still on the Feast of Transfiguration, when the baskets of grapes 
and fruit are blessed. The custom of bringing baskets of food to church on Pascha was 
mostly lost in Greece during the 400 years of Turkish rule, although it persisted in a few villages in northern 
Greece and in the Peloponnesos region. In England and America, the custom was lost in the 17th century, when 
the celebration of Easter and other holy days was banned. But, as in Greece, it was not entirely lost. In America, 
when the holy days were restored, Easter baskets returned, but not as they had been. They came back as small 
baskets filled with eggs and sweets for children. But the ancient practice lived on in the Slavic countries. 
Wicker baskets are loaded with rich foods and meats, decorated with bows and flowers, and covered with 
beautifully embroidered cloths. They’re brought to the church before Nocturnes on Pascha eve, and a candle is 
tucked into each basket to be lit when the priest blesses the baskets at the end of the services. 
 

THE TRADITIONAL FOODS FOR PASCHA BASKETS 
What goes in Pascha baskets? That depends! Almost anything that you enjoy, particularly those items that you 
have abstained from for the 7-week Fast, can be put in Pascha baskets. In the Slavic countries, there is a 
traditional list of foods for the baskets, a list that hasn’t changed much since the days when the baskets were 
still a universal custom. Some people still include all of these foods in their baskets. Some people don’t. If you 
want to, here’s the traditional list: 
 

• A rich eggy bread and a sweet cheese spread. The bread is called paska and the cheese is called kulich. 
Unless you’re Russian, in which case the bread is kulich and the cheese is paska.  

• Ham, bacon, and kielbasa. These rich meats remind us of the extravagance of God’s love and our 
redemption. Pork, in particular, reminds us that in Christ’s death and resurrection we’re freed from the 
Old Law and the curse of sin. Some people also include roast beef or other roasted meats in their 
baskets. 

• Butter. It’s often molded in the shape of a lamb or a tri-bar cross, to represent the goodness of God’s 
gifts to us. 

• Eggs, boiled and dyed red or intricately decorated. The eggs symbolize the Resurrection. 
• Wine, which God gave us to make our hearts glad. 
• Salt, to remind us that we are to be the salt of the earth through our good works in Christ Jesus. 
• Horseradish mixed with grated beets and sweetened with sugar. This blood-red mixture symbolizes the 

bitterness of Christ’s passion, which we do not forget even as we celebrate the Resurrection. But 
because of the Resurrection, the bitterness of death is now sweetened with the hope of eternal life. 

• A candle, which is lit when the priest blesses the baskets. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS requested - 
For The Health and Salvation of: 
Gloria 
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty 
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann 
Harper 
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.  
Valentina 
Josh 
Minnick Family 
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family. 
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique 
Kelli 
Liz, Carla Michalik 
Max and the Turcola family 
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki 
Larissa 
Steve and Sandy B. 
Anthony B. 
Donna Jovich 
Donald Rininger 
Tuck 
Joan 
Brena 
Slavco 
 
For the Repose of the Souls of the 
departed Servants: 
+John and Jenny Codrea  
+John Maxwell 
+John Oliver 
+Annemarie 
 
 
 
 

Service and Clergy Schedule: 
April 13 – Holy Thursday Services w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka 
 Liturgy at 2:00 PM 

12 Gospels at 6:30 PM  
April 14 – Holy Friday Services w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka 
 Friday morning decorating of the tomb by the 
 women 
 Burial Vespers at 3:00 PM 
 Lamentations at 6:30 PM 
April 15 – Holy Saturday w/ Fr.  Basil Stoyka 
 Morning Liturgy at 9:30 AM 
 Pascha Night Service at 10:00 PM 
 

(No services on the feast day of Great 
and Holy Pascha April 16) 

 

April 22/23 – Fr. Mikel Hill 
 Baby shower following Liturgy 
April 30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka 
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD) 
May 13/14 – TBD  
 
Coffee Hour:  
April 16 – Pascha baskets blessed/All bring/share food. 
April 23 – Blebea 
April 30 – The Women of the Parish (covered dish) 
May 7 – Gresh 
May 14 – TBD  
 
Birthdays:  
April 2 – Evelyn White 
April 3 – James T. Gresh 
April 5 – Caleb Walentik 
April 8– Nick Ralich 
April 14 – George Blebea 
April 15 –Nolan Catania  
 
Anniversary: 
April 24 – Joe and Monica Novak 
 
Other Announcements: 
Choir Practice – Please come on Monday evenings at 7 
pm. Thanks to all who have come to practice for the 
preparation for Pascha. We will resume practice on 
Monday, May 8th. 
 
Baby shower – April 23 following Liturgy at Georgie’s 
home and is a covered dish event. 
 
Fashion Show –This event will be on Saturday, May 
6th.  Benefit for inner city youth. See details on the 
church bulletin board. For purchasing tickets, please 
see Georgie Washington.  
 
Covered dish meal April 30-See Georgie W. or Sandy 
B. for details about the coffee hour menu. 


