
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox 
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment 
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of 
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee 
hour and a brief adult Christian education 
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any 
questions about our worship, the chapel, or 
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again, 
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated 
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy 
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy 
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession, 
and fasting according to the discipline of your home 
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion 
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread. 
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of 
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we 
can all take Holy Communion together! 
 

 
 

 
 Troparion of Thomas Sunday – Tone  

From the sealed tomb, You shone forth, O Life! Through closed doors You came to Your 
Disciples, O Christ God. Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit, // by the greatness of 

Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!  
  

Troparion of St. George – Tone      
       As a martyr of Christ, you were bound for good deeds, O George, by faith you 
conquered the torturer’s godlessness.  You were offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God; thus 
you received the crown of victory. // Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is 
granted to all. 

Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4  
 		 In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a 
teacher of abstinence; your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. Hierarch 

Father Nikolai, entreat Christ our God that our souls may be saved!  
  

Kontakion of Thomas Sunday – Tone        
 		Thomas touched Your life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ God, when You came to 
Your Apostles through closed doors. He cried out with all: “You are my Lord and my God!”  

  
  

Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church 
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Sunday April 23, 2017 

St. Thomas Sunday 
 Second Sunday of Pascha  

 St. George the Great Martyr   
 
Right Reverend Arch Bishop Alexander (Golitzin) 

Bishop of Dallas, the South, 
and the Bulgarian Diocese 

Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh, 
Mission Administrator 

 
Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM 

Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM 
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM 

 
Book study/Christian Education following 
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome! 

 
Parish Council Meetings 

*Next meeting May 17 at 6:30 PM 
Parishioners are welcome! 

 
  

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information! 
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/ 

 



 
Prokeimenon Tone 3 (St. Thomas) 

 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power! His understanding is beyond measure!   
V: O Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God! 

 
Prokeimenon Tone 7 (St. George) 

The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord and shall set his hope on Him. 
   	  

Epistle Reading – Acts 5:12-20 
And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they 
were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people 
esteemed them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 
women, so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at 
least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the 
surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, 
and they were all healed. Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the 
sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles and 
put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought 
them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 
  

Epistle Reading – Acts 12:1-11 
Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 
Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he 
had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, 
intending to bring him before the people after Passover. Peter was therefore kept in prison, but 
constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. And when Herod was about to bring him out, 
that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the 
door were keeping the prison. Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the 
prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell 
off his hands. Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he 
said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” So he went out and followed him, and did not know 
that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they were past the 
first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to 
them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel 
departed from him. And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the 
Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of 
the Jewish people.” 

    
Tone 8-Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

	Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!  
v: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth.  

V: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree and shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
  
  
 
 
 
  



Gospel Reading – John 20:19-31      
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father 
has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, 
“Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put 
my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 
Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and 
put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.  
 

Gospel Reading – John 15:17-16:2 
These things I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that 
I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My 
name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If 
I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they 
have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word might be fulfilled 
which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ But when the Helper comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of 
Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. These things I 
have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; 
yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 
 

 The Angel Cried 
 The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen 
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people! Shine, 

shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be 
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!  

  
Communion Hymn 

                                   Blessed Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!   
            God The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. He shall not be afraid of evil tidings.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS requested - 
For The Health and Salvation 
of: 
Gloria 
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty 
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann 
Harper 
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.  
Valentina 
Josh 
Minnick Family 
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family. 
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique 
Kelli 
Liz, Carla Michalik 
Max and the Turcola family 
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki 
Larissa 
Steve and Sandy B. 
Anthony B. 
Donna Jovich 
Donald Rininger 
Tuck 
Joan 
Brena 
Slavco 
 
For the Repose of the Souls of 
the departed Servants: 
+John and Jenny Codrea  
+John Maxwell 
+John Oliver 
 
Birthdays:  
April 2 – Evelyn White 
April 3 – James T. Gresh 
April 5 – Caleb Walentik 
April 8– Nick Ralich 
April 14 – George Blebea 
April 15 –Nolan Catania  
 
Anniversaries: 
April 24 – Joe and Monica Novak 
April 30 – Fr. Mikel and Rachel Hill 
 
 

Service and Clergy Schedule: 
April 22/23 – Fr. Mikel Hill 
 Baby shower following Liturgy 
April 30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka 
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD) 
 
Coffee Hour:  
April 16 – Pascha baskets blessed 
April 23 – Blebea 
April 30 – covered dish by women of the parish 
May 7 – Gresh family 
 
Other Announcements: 
Choir Practice – Please note that choir practices will resume on May 8th 
on Monday evenings at 7 pm. Thank you to all who have attended 
practices in preparation of Holy Week and Pascha! 
 
Baby shower – April 23 following Liturgy today at Georgie’s home and 
is a covered dish event. Please let her know if you are attending and 
what dish you plan to bring!! 
 
Fashion Show –This event will be on Saturday, May 6th.  Benefit for 
inner city youth. See details on the church bulletin board. For purchasing 
tickets, please see Georgie Washington.  
 
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open dates!!  Remember that 
fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth and welcoming visitors. 
 
 

Homily About Christ in the Hearts of the Faithful  
By St. Nikolai of Zicha 

 
"And that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith" (Ephesians 3:17). 
 
That person does not have Christ who only has Him on his tongue. Neither does 
that person have Christ who has Him only on paper. Neither does that person 
have Christ who has Him only on the wall. Neither does that person have Christ 
that has Him in the museum of the past. That person, in truth, has Christ who 
has Him in his heart. For Christ is Love and the throne of love is the heart. If 
Christ is in your heart then, for you, He is God. If He is only on your tongue, or 
on paper or on a wall, or in the museum of the past and even though you call 
Him God, for you, He is but a toy. Beware then, O man, for no one can play 
around with God without punishment. The heart apparently is a narrow organ, 
but God can dwell in it. When God dwells in it, then it is filled and overly filled 
and nothing else can position itself in it. If, however, the whole world were to 
settle in it, it remains empty without God. Brethren, let Christ, the resurrected 
and living Lord, pour faith into your hearts and your hearts will be filled and 
overly filled. He cannot enter and dwell into your hearts except through your 
faith. If you do not possess faith, Christ will remain only on your tongue or on 
your paper or on your wall or in the museum of the past. What kind of benefit 
do you have from that? What kind of benefit do you have to hold life on your 
tongue and death in your heart? For, if you hold the world in your heart and 
Christ on your tongue, you hold death in your heart and life on your tongue. 
Water on the tongue of the thirsty does not help. Lower the living Christ into 
your heart and you will be permeated with the truth and you will sense 
unspeakable sweetness. O resurrected Lord, cleanse our hearts from the deadly 
guests who dwell in it and You Yourself take up dwelling in it, that we may live 
and glorify You. To You be glory and thanks always. Amen. 
 


