Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday December 11, 2016
The 25th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 8 (12th of Luke)
Sunday of the Forefathers
Pre-feast of the Nativity
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today please accept a piece of blessed
bread. Although it is not Holy Communion it is a
token of our welcome and love! We long for the day
when we can all take Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month, 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 8
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! You accepted the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings!// O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!
Troparion of the Forefathers – Tone 2
Through faith You justified the Forefathers, betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.
These saints exult in glory, for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit: she who bore You without
seed.// So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Forefathers – Tone
You did not worship the graven image, O thrice-blessed ones, but armed with the immaterial Essence
of God, you were glorified in a trial by fire. From the midst of unbearable flames you called on God,
crying: “Hasten, O compassionate One! Speedily come to our aid,// for You are merciful and able to
do as You will!”
Kontakion of the Pre-feast of Nativity - Tone 3
Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to the Eternal Word. Hear the glad tidings and
rejoice, O universe! Glorify with the angels and shepherds the Eternal God, who is willing to appear
as a little child!
We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 4 (Forefathers)
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our Fathers, and praised and glorified is Your Name forever!
v: For You are just in all that You have done for us!
Epistle Reading – Colossians (3:4-11)
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. Therefore put
to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon
the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But
now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language
out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Tone 4 (Forefathers)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
v: Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among those who called on His Name.
v: They called to the Lord and He answered them.
Gospel Reading-Luke 14:16-24
Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his
servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’
But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a
piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came and
reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and
the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you
commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. ’For I say to
you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil tidings!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
(“It is truly meet…” Resurrectional Theotokion - tone 8)
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure, and the Mother of our God.
More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
without defilement you gave birth to God, the Word: true Theotokos we magnify you.

The Holy Forefathers
December 11-17
The Holy Prophet Daniel and the Three Children: Ananias, Azarias and Misael.
All four of them were of the royal tribe of Judah. When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed
and plundered Jerusalem, Daniel, as a boy, was taken off into slavery together with
Jehoiachin, King of Judah, and many other Israelites. The account of his life,
sufferings and prophecies can be found in detail in his book. Utterly given to God,
Daniel from his early youth received from God the gift of great discernment. His
fame among the Jews in Babylon began when he denounced two lecherous and
unrighteous elders, and saved the chaste Susannah from an unjust death. But his
fame among the Babylonians stemmed from the day when he solved and interpreted
the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar. For this, the king made him a prince at his
court. When the king made a golden idol in the Plain of Dura, the Three Children
refused to worship it, for which they were cast into the burning fiery furnace. But an
angel of God appeared in the furnace and soothed the flames, so that the Children
walked in the furnace untouched by the fire, and sang: 'Blessed art Thou, Lord God
of our fathers!' The king saw this marvel, and was amazed. He then brought the
Children out of the furnace and did them great honour. In the time of King
Belshazzar, when the king was eating and drinking with his guests at a feast out of
consecrated vessels taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, an invisible hand wrote
these three words on the wall: 'Mene, Tekel, Upharsin'. No-one could interpret these
words but Daniel. That night, King Belshazzar was killed. Daniel was thrice thrown
into a den of lions for his faith in the one, living God, and both times God preserved
him alive. Daniel saw God on His throne with the angelic powers, often saw angels,
had insight into the future of certain people, of kingdoms and of the whole human
race, and prophesied the time of the coming of the Saviour on earth. According to St
Cyril of Alexandria, Daniel and the Three Children lived to great old age in
Babylon, and were beheaded with the sword for the true Faith. When Ananias was
beheaded, Azarias held out his robe and caught his head, then Misael caught
Azarias's head and Daniel Misael's. An angel of God carried their bodies to Judea, to
Mount Gebal, and placed them under a rock. According to tradition, these four men
arose at the time of the death of the Lord Jesus and appeared to many, then fell
asleep again. Daniel is counted as one of the four Great Prophets (with Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel). He lived and prophesied halfway through the thousand years
before Christ.

PRAYERS requested:
For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Anthony B.
Olympia, the Tillman Family
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Corbin and Georgie
Dan K.
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Sandy B.
Helen and George
Tish Bella
Jaga R.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger

Clergy Schedule:
November 27 – Fr. Matthew Joyner
**********************************
December 4 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
December 10/11 – Fr. Steven Frase
December 10 – Baptism postponed to a later date.
December 18 – Fr. Basil Stoyka / Dn. Mikel Hill
December 24/25 – Fr. Matthew Joyner
***********************************
January 28 – Ordination to the Priesthood for Dn.
Mikel Hill
January 29 – First Liturgy served by Fr. Mikel Hill

For the Repose of the Souls of the newly
departed Servants:
+Paul
+Richard
+David
+Mark
+Wallace
+Berta
+Mildred
+Emil W.

Anniversaries:
December 29 – Matt and Amy Catania
December 31 – Jake and Kaci Krupko

Coffee Hour:
December 4 (fast) – Ralich
December 11 (fast) – Monica B.
December 18 (fast) – Ralich
December 24 –(fast)All –lenten evening meal
December 25 – All – bring cookies!
January 1 – TBA
Birthdays:
December 11 – Tam Rininger, TJ Cotterman
December 20 – Camryn Catania
December 25 – Jaga Radosevic
December 28 – Kate White
December 30 – Helen Baier

Announcements:
Tree decorating: December 11 after Liturgy coffee
hour. Please stay and help.
Christmas Caroling: December 18 after Liturgy
coffee hour. All are welcome! Let Georgie know if
you want carolers to come to your house so we can
coordinate the order of visits.
Hoodie Sale: See Lana if you would like to purchase
hoodies during this month! All proceeds go to the
church!

