
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox 
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment 
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of 
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee 
hour and a brief adult Christian education 
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any 
questions about our worship, the chapel, or 
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again, 
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated 
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy 
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy 
Communion have prepared 
with prayer, confession, and fasting according to 
the discipline of your home parish. If you are not 
taking Holy Communion today please accept a 
piece of blessed bread. Although it is not Holy 
Communion it is a token of our welcome and 
love! We long for the day when we can all take 
Holy Communion together! 
 
 

 
 

Troparion of the Feast – Tone 4 
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to 

the world the light of wisdom! For by it, those 
who worshipped the stars, were taught by a 
star to adore You, the Sun of righteousness, 

and to know You, the Orient from on high.// O 
Lord, glory to You! 

 
Kontakion of the Feast – Tone 3  
Today the Virgin gives birth to the 

Transcendent One, and the earth offers a cave 
to the Unapproachable One. Angels with 

shepherds glorify Him; the Wise Men journey 
with the star,// since for our sake the eternal 

God was born as a little Child! 
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Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM 

Sunday Reading of The Hours – 9:10 AM 
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM 

 
 

Book study/Christian Education following 
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome! 

 
Parish Council Meetings: 

2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM 
Parishioners are welcome! 

 

Christ Is Born! 
Glorify Him! 

 
 

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information! 
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/ 

 



 
 

The First Antiphon 
I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will make all Your wonders known.  

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
In the company of the upright, in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord. 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
They are sought out according to His will. 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
Full of honor and majesty is His work, and His righteousness endures forever. 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

 
  

The Second Antiphon 
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments. 

Refrain: O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
His descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Refrain: O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
Glory and wealth are in His house, and His righteousness endures forever. 

Refrain: O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
Light rises in the darkness for the upright; the Lord is merciful, compassionate and righteous. 

Refrain: O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 
 
 

The Third Antiphon 
The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make Your enemies Your footstool!” 

 
Troparion of the Feast: Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the light of 

wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore You, the Sun of 
righteousness, and to know You, the Orient from on high.// O Lord, glory to You! 

 
The Lord shall send You the scepter of power from Zion: “Rule in the midst of Your enemies!” 

Troparion of the Feast… 
Authority shall be with You on the day of Your power, in the splendor of Your saints. 

Troparion of the Feast… 
 

  
Entrance Verse 

“Out of the womb before the morning star have I begotten You.” 
The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind: 

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
 



 
Prokeimenon Tone 8 

Let all the earth worship You and praise You!  Let it praise Your Name, O Most High!  
v: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth!  Sing of His Name! Give glory to His praise!   

  
Epistle Reading – Galatians (4:4-7) 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption 
as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ. 
  

Tone 1 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

v: The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.     
v: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declare knowledge. 

 
Gospel Reading - Matthew 2:1-12  

 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 
But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out 
of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ “ Then Herod, when he had 
secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have 
found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.” When they heard 
the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the 
young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, 
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their 
own country another way. 
  

Hymn to the Theotokos 
Magnify, O my soul, the most-pure Virgin Theotokos, more honorable and more glorious than the 

heavenly hosts. I behold a strange, most glorious mystery: 
Heaven — the cave; the cherubic throne — the Virgin; the manger — the place where Christ lay — 

the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in song. 
 

Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) 
The Lord has sent redemption to His people. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS requested:  
For The Health and Salvation of: 
Gloria 
Anthony B. 
Olympia, the Tillman Family 
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty 
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann 
Harper 
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.  
Valentina 
Josh 
Minnick Family 
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family. 
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique 
Kelli 
Liz, Carla Michalik 
Max and the Turcola family 
Dan K. 
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki 
Larissa 
Sandy B. 
Helen and Julian 
Tish Bella 
Jaga R. 
Donna Jovich 
Donald Rininger 
Robert, Clara, & Krajci family 
For the Repose of the Souls of the 
newly departed Servants: 
+Paul 
+Richard 
+David 
+Mark 
+Wallace 
+Berta 
+Mildred 
+Emil W. 
 
Clergy Schedule: 
December 24/25 – Fr. Matthew  Joyner 
January 28 – Ordination to the Priesthood for Dn. Mikel 
January 29 – First Liturgy served by Fr. Mikel Hill 
 
Coffee Hour:  
December 24 – (fast) All – lenten evening meal 
December 25 – All – bring cookies! 
January 1 – TBD 
January 8 – TBD  
 
Birthdays:  
December 25 – Jaga Radosevic 
December 28 – Kate White 
December 30 – Helen Baier 
 
Anniversaries:  
December 29 – Matt and Amy Catania 
December 31 – Jake and Kaci Krupko 
 
 

SUBMIT YOURSELF ... AND YOU WILL BE 
EXALTED! 

 
by Khoureeye Stefanie Yazge 

 
    One of my favorite hymns heard at Christmas (and as 
part of every Great Compline service) is “God is with 
us! Understand all ye nations, and submit yourselves, 
for God is with us!” Why? For several reasons: First of 
all, it is a strong reminder that the little Child we come 
to worship is not a mere baby but GOD Himself who 
loves us enough to have come to live and dwell among 
us and save us from eternal death and darkness. The 
verses of this hymn are from the prophecy of Isaiah, 
and tell us that this child is “to be called the Angel of 
Great Counsel, Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Ruler, Prince of Peace. . . and of his peace there 
will be no end. . . The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. To those who dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, a light had risen.” Hope has 
come for us! God Himself is with us. The second 
reason is that this hymn gives a lesson in humility: "and 
submit yourselves…” That seems to be a virtue 
severely lacking today. Somehow, we often mistake 
submitting to anything or anyone (including God) as 
some sort of weakness. If we can’t be in control and 
call the shots, then we are somehow inferior. Even 
worse, we have confused humility with humiliation and 
degradation. And we take this misunderstanding even 
into our relationship with God, where it becomes most 
inappropriate. Why? Because we know God to be the 
only one who knows our hearts and minds, our wants 
and needs. And God is the only one who loves 
unconditionally eternally. And what He wants for us is 
eternal life, with Him, in His kingdom. And His will for 
us every day is to make the choices that will keep us 
headed in that direction. That is what we mean by 
submitting to God. But we know that means saying 
“no” to temptations, to the inclination to take the easy 
or lazy way out at times, to deny ourselves. How many 
of us can say we are humble enough to even want to do 
God’s will, not to mention actually doing it? We need 
to learn to submit to the love of God, with the purity 
and simplicity of the baby born of the Virgin Mary. 
Why? Because it is that baby who showed us that God 
the Father will exalt us for all eternity in heaven, as He 
exalted His own son. To submit to God means to live 
our own life as Christ lived His. 


