Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday February 12th, 2017
The Beginning of the Lenten Triodion
(Tone 1)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
St. Meletius, Archbishop of Antioch
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 1
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Your most
pure ^body, You rose on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of
heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! Glory
to Your ^Kingdom!// Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a
teacher of abstinence; your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. O Hierarch
Father Nikolai, entreat Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Triodion – Tone 3
I have recklessly forgotten Your glory, O Father; and among sinners I have scattered the
riches which You gave me. And now I cry to You as the Prodigal: “I have sinned before You, O
merciful Father; receive me a penitent, //and make me as one of Your hired servants!”

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 1
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on You!
V: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!
Epistle Reading – 1 Cor: 6:12-20
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I
will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food; but God will
destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of
a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord becomes
one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Tone 1
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.
V: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, and his
seed forever.
Gospel Reading - Luke 15:11-32
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country,
and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine
arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens
of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods
that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and
asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served
you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for
him the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It
was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found.’”

Hymn to the Theotokos
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure,
and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
without defilement you gave birth to God, the Word: true
Theotokos we magnify you.
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

St. Meletius-Archbishop of Antioch
Meletius, this great and holy man, was an exceptional interpreter and protector of Orthodoxy. His entire life was
dedicated in a struggle against the Arian heresy which did not recognize the Son of God as god and blasphemed the
Holy Trinity. On three occasions, Meletius was banished and exiled from his archepiscopal throne to Armenia. The
struggle between the Orthodox and the heretics was waged so bitterly that on one occasion, when St. Meletius was
preaching to the people in Church concerning the Holy Trinity in unity, his personal deacon, a heretic, raced toward
him and covered his mouth with his hand. Not being able to speak with his mouth covered, Meletius spoke in signs.
Namely, he raised his clenched hand in the air, opening at first his three fingers and showed them to the people. After
that, he closed his hand and raised up one finger. He participated in the Second Ecumenical Council [Constantinople
381 A.D.], where Emperor Theodosius showed him special honor. At this Council, God revealed a miracle through His
hierarch. Namely, when Meletius was propounding the dogma of the Holy Trinity to Arius, at first he only raised three
fingers, separately one by one, and after that folded them into one. At that moment, before all those present, a light
shown like lightening from his hand. At this Council Meletius confirmed Gregory the Theologian on the patriarchal
throne in Constantinople. Earlier, however, Meletius had ordained Basil the Great to the deaconate and baptized John
Chrysostom. After the close of the Council, St. Meletius completed his earthly life in Constantinople. His relics were
translated to Antioch.

Homily by St. Nikolai of Zica
About the narrow-minded, to whom crime is closer than the love of God
"But you seek to kill Me because My word has no place in you" (St. John 8:37) Why was the word of Christ unable to
prevail among the Jewish elders? Because they were so filled with malice that there was no room in them for the divine
seed; for the divine good news. All that grew in their souls was the sowing of Satan, the Antichrist. That is why they
sought to kill Christ. Through the Blessed Psalmist, the Lord speaks: "Empty yourselves, [desist] and know that I am
God" (Psalm 46:10). Therefore, it is necessary to empty oneself of everything that is opposed to God, i.e., of
everything in us that hinders the light of knowledge of God from dwelling in us. When man empties himself of that,
then and only then, can he understand that God is God. As long as the soul of man is filled with anti-godly thoughts,
anti-godly feelings and anti-godly desires, until then, the soul of man is totally unable to listen or to receive the word
of God. Whoever does not have God within him, that one acts by some infernal impulse to uproot God from the soul of
him who possesses Him [God]. "You seek to kill Me." Why? Because not one divine word of Christ was able to find
shelter nor acceptance in their godless hearts. Having nothing in common with Christ the Lord, the Jewish elders, from
the beginning, were unable to have any kind of friendly relations with Him. O Lord Jesus, our Blessed Savior, help us to
empty ourselves of all sinful seeds in us, that Your holy word may be able to enter into us and to enlighten, strengthen
and resurrect us. To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Gheorghina
Mary Jean
Silvia
Angie
Lynette B.
Joan
Brena
Julian
For the Repose of the Souls of the
departed Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea

Clergy Schedule:
February 5 – Pdn James
February 11-12 – Fr. Mikel Hill (house blessings)
February 19 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
February 25-26 – Fr. Mikel Hill (Forgiveness Sun.)
Coffee Hour:
February 5 - Gresh
February 12 –Lana/Tom Baier
February 19 - Borojevich
February 26 - TBD
Birthdays:
February 1-Cooper Thomas Cotterman
February 2-Mka. Rachel Hill
February 10 – John Baier
February 20 – Laura Cotterman
February 23-Sophy Hill
February 24 – Jake Krupko
Anniversary:
February 18 – George and Helen Blebea
Tentative dates for visits by Fr. Mikel:
March 5 (Sunday of Orthodoxy)
(March 17-18, Fri-Sat.) (Feast of St. Nicholai)
April 8-9 (Palm Sunday)
April 10-12 (Holy Mon-Wed)
April 22-23 (Antipascha)
April 29-30 (Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava)
May 6-7 (St. Nikolai Slava)
May 13-14
Announcements:
House Blessings - Father Mikel Hill will bless
homes on Saturday, February 11th and Sunday,
February 12th. Please sign up to request a home
blessing.
Choir Practice - Thank you to all who helped sing
for the ordination. Lenten music must be practiced
next as we are headed to an early Lent (Pascha on
April 16 this year). Please come on Tuesday
evenings ready to sing promptly at 7 pm.
Supply Donation Request List – Supplies are
needed. Please see Georgie Washington to prevent
duplications.
1. Kitchen dry goods: Paper towels, napkins, plastic
teaspoons, forks, knives, disposable dinner plates
and dessert plates, coffee cups
2. Food items: Coffee, sugar packets, creamer
3. Cleaning products: Dishwashing detergent, dish
soap, hand soap, hand sanitizer, sponges, bathroom
cleaner, comet, toilet paper, and window cleaner
(windex or ammonia not to be used on window film)

