Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday February 5th, 2017
The Beginning of the Lenten Triodion
(Tone 8)
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
Afterfeast of the Meeting
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 8
You descended from on high, O Merciful One! You accepted the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings!// O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!
Troparion of Feast – Tone 1
	
  Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, ^Christ our
God, enlightening those who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder, you accepted in
your arms the ^Redeemer of our souls, Who grants us the Resurrection!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Triodion – Tone

	
  Let us flee from the pride of the Pharisee! Let us learn humility from the Publican's tears! Let us cry
to our Savior: “Have mercy on us,// O only merciful One!”

Kontakion of Feast – Tone 1
By Your Nativity You sanctified the Virgin’s womb! And blessed Simeon’s hands, O Christ God. Now
You have come and saved us through love. Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of
Man!

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 8
Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God!
V: In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.
Epistle Reading – 2 Tim. 3:10-15
But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering,
love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at
Lystra – what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all
who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and impostors will
grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue in the things
which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and
that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!
V: Let us come before His face with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!
Gospel Reading - Luke 18:10-14
Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men –
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. ’I fast twice a week; I give tithes
of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.
Hymn to the Theotokos
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure,
and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
without defilement you gave birth to God, the Word: true
Theotokos we magnify you.
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

About the Guidance of the Spirit of God
February 2nd Homily by St. Nikolai of Zica

"Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the desert" (St. Luke 4:1). You see, brethren, what it means to be filled with the
Holy Spirit of God. Without the Spirit of God, man is filled with worries: where he
will go and how he will go. But with the Spirit of God man is without those worries.
For then the Spirit instructs man where he will walk and how he will act and man
becomes sinless in his movement and in his actions because the Holy Spirit is sinless
Who leads and guides him. Man cannot walk justly nor act righteously if the Allomnipotent and All-omniscient Spirit of God does not inform him. Whoever is not led
by the Holy Spirit of God is led, either by his own individual spirit or by the evil spirit
of the demon. As a result of this he becomes helpless, bitter, remorseful, angry and
despondent. We cannot endure the Spirit of God in the fullness as Christ the Lord,
but we can receive the Spirit of God as much as needed in order to know where,
what and how. According to the purity of the heart, the Holy Spirit settles in the
heart and from the heart directs man. That is why the Church often repeats this
prayer to the Holy Spirit: "O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth! Come
and abide in us. "O God, the Holy Spirit, To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.
The Meeting of the Lord in the Temple
by St. Nikolai of Zica

In the beginning this day was discussed among Christians but the solemn celebration
began from the period of the great Emperor Justinian. During the reign of this
emperor, a great pestilence afflicted the people in Constantinople and vicinity so
that about five-thousand or more people died daily. At the same time a terrible
earthquake occurred in Antioch. Seeing the weakness of man's ability to prevent
these misfortunes the emperor, in consultation with the patriarch, ordered a period
of fast and prayer throughout the entire empire. And, on the day of the Meeting [The
Presentation] itself, arranged great processions throughout the towns and villages
that the Lord might show compassion on His people. And truly, the Lord did show
compassion; for the epidemic and earthquake ceased at once. This occurred in the
year 544 A.D. following this and from that time one, the Feast of the Presentation
[Meeting] began to be celebrated as a major feast of the Lord. The tree, in time,
grew and began to bring forth-abundant fruit.

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Olympia, the Tillman Family
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Sandy B.
Tish Bella
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Gheorghina
Mary Jean
Silvia
Angie
Lynette B.
Joan

Clergy Schedule:
February 5 – Pdn James
February 11-12 – Fr. Mikel Hill (house blessings)
February 19 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
February 25-26 – Fr. Mikel Hill (Forgiveness Sun.)

For the Repose of the Souls of the
newly departed Servants:
+Emil W.
+John and Jenny Codrea and family

Announcements:
House Blessings - Father Mikel Hill will bless
homes on Saturday, February 11th and Sunday,
February 12th. Please sign up to request a home
blessing.

Coffee Hour:
February 5 - Gresh
February 12 - TBD
February 19 - Borojevich
February 26 - TBD
Birthdays:
February 10 – John Baier
February 20 – Laura Cotterman
February 24 – Jake Krupko
Anniversary:
February 18 – George and Helen Blebea
Tentative dates for visits by Fr. Mikel:
March 5 (Sunday of Orthodoxy)
(March 17-18, Fri-Sat.) (Feast of St. Nicholai)
April 8-9 (Palm Sunday)
April 10-12 (Holy Mon-Wed)
April 22-23 (Antipascha)
April 29-30 (Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava)
May 6-7 (St. Nikolai Slava)
May 13-14

Choir Practice - Thank you to all who helped sing
for the ordination. Lenten music must be practiced
next as we are headed to an early Lent (Pascha on
April 16 this year). Please come on Tuesday
evenings ready to sing promptly at 7 pm.
Supply Donation Request List – Supplies are
needed. Please see Georgie Washington to prevent
duplications.
1. Kitchen dry goods: Paper towels, napkins, plastic
teaspoons, forks, knives, disposable dinner plates
and dessert plates, coffee cups
2. Food items: Coffee, sugar packets, creamer
3. Cleaning products: Dishwashing detergent, dish
soap, hand soap, hand sanitizer, sponges, bathroom
cleaner, comet, toilet paper, and window cleaner
(windex or ammonia not to be used on window film)

