Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday January 1st, 2017
The 28th Sunday after Pentecost (Tone 3)
Sunday Before Theophany
The Circumcision of Our Lord
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 PM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!
Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 3
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has
trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us from
the depths of hell, and has granted to the world// great mercy.
Troparion of the Feast – Tone 1
Enthroned on high with the Eternal Father and Your Divine Spirit, O Jesus, You willed to be born on
earth of the unwedded handmaid, ^your Mother. Therefore, You were circumcised as an eight-day-old
Child. Glory to Your most gracious counsel; glory to Your ^dispensation;// glory to Your
condescension, O only Lover of mankind!
Troparion of St. Basil - Tone 1
Your proclamation has gone out into all the earth, which was divinely taught by hearing your voice.
You expounded the nature of creatures and ennobled the manners of men. O venerable Father of
royal priesthood, // entreat Christ God that our souls may be saved!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Feast – Tone
The Lord of all accepts to be circumcised, thus, as He is good, He excises the sins of mortal men.
Today He grants the world salvation, while light-bearing Basil, high priest of our Creator, // rejoices
in heaven as a divine initiate of Christ.
We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 6
O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance!
v: To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!
My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall be
understanding.
Epistle Reading – 2 Timothy 4:5-8 (Sunday before)
But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is
at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Epistle Reading – Colossians 2:8-12 (Circumcision)
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition
of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of
all principality and power. In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
v: O God, be bountiful to us and bless us, show the light of Your countenance upon us
and have mercy on us!
v: That we may know Your way upon the earth, and Your salvation among all nations.
v: Give ear, O shepherd of Israel, You Who lead Joseph like a flock!
Gospel Reading - Mark 1:1-8 (Sunday before)
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets:
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” The
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.’
“John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and
were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And
he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I
am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Reading – Luke 2:20-21, 40-52 (Circumcision)
The Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told them. And when eight days were completed for the circumcision
of the Child, His name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived
in the womb. And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace
of God was upon Him. His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.
And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the
feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in
Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have been in the
company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances.
So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so it was that
after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were astonished at His
understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to
Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”
And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My
Father’s business?” But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. Then
He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept
all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.
Hymn to the Theotokos
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of Angels and the race of men. O
sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and
became a Child –our God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and your womb He
made more spacious than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace.// Glory to
you!
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. He shall not fear evil
tidings.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Teaching About the Circumcision of Christ
The eighth day following His birth, the Divine Child was presented in the Temple and circumcised according to
the Law existing in Israel since the time of Abraham. On this occasion, He was given the name Jesus, which the
Archangel Gabriel announced to the All-Holy Virgin Mary. The Old Testament circumcision was the proto-type
of the New Testament baptism. The circumcision of our Lord shows that He received upon Himself the true
body of man and not just seemingly, as was later taught of Him by heretics. Our Lord was also circumcised
because He wanted to fulfill the entire Law which He Himself gave through the prophets and forefathers. In
fulfilling the written Law, He replaced it with Baptism in His Holy Church as was proclaimed by the Apostle
Paul: "For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation"
(Galatians 6:15).

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Anthony B.
Olympia, the Tillman Family
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Dan K.
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Sandy B.
Helen and Julian
Tish Bella
Jaga R.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Jan Raber
For the Repose of the Souls of the
newly departed Servants:
+Paul
+Richard
+David
+Mark
+Wallace
+Berta
+Mildred
+Emil W.

Clergy Schedule:
January 1 –Dn. James Gresh
January 8 – Dn. James Gresh
January 15 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
January 22 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
January 28 – Bishop Alexander. Ordination to the
Priesthood for Dn. Mikel Hill, Liturgy at
9:30 AM. Vespers at 5:00 PM.
January 29 – First Liturgy served by Fr. Mikel Hill
Coffee Hour:
January 1 – Gresh
January 8 – TBD
January 15 – TBD
January 22 –TBD
January 28 – All – reception details TBA
January 29 – TBD
Birthdays:
January 4 – Josh White
January 6 – Dan Krupko
January 11– Katia Gresh
January 17– Noah Walentik
January 20 – Georgie Washington

Announcements:

Ordination: At the end of this
month, on January 28th, our
parish will host the ordination
of our assigned future parish
priest: Father Mikel Hill. We
encourage all parishioners to
attend Deacon Mikel’s
ordination service on Saturday
morning at 9:30 AM and the
reception meal afterwards in
order to give him a warm
welcome! Information and
details about the reception
will be announced in the
future. Please RSVP to
Georgie W. and Cathy K. if
you plan to attend.

