Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday July 23rd, 2017

7th Sunday after Holy Pentecost (Tone 6)
His Eminence, Archbishop ALEXANDER
Archbishop of Toledo and the Bulgarian Diocese
Rev. Mikel Hill, Acting Rector
fr.mikel.hill@gmail.com or 570-470-0447
Protodeacon James Gresh, Attached

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Liturgies on Feast Days - 9:30 AM

Welcome!
The entire parish fam ily of St. Nikolai
O rthodox Church welcom es you today! Please
take a m om ent to introduce yourself to the
clergy and the people of our parish. W e hope
that you can stay for coffee hour after the
service.
Please note that we invite all Baptized
members of the O rthodox Church to receive
H oly Communion, provided that they have
refrained from food and drink since m idnight,
and prepared themselves through prayer and
recent confession.

(Proceeded by 3 rd and 6 th Hours – 9:00 AM )

Please visit our website:
www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com
Or Like us on FaceBook

If you are joining us today but have not been
baptized in the Orthodox Church we welcom e
you but kindly ask you to refrain from
approaching for H oly Communion. Please feel
free to approach to kiss the cross at the end of
the service and to take a piece of blessed
bread as a token of our love. W e pray that
soon all people would find their true hom e in
the O rthodox Church so that we m ight,
together, share in H oly Com m union of
Christ’s undivided Body.

Troparion for the Resurrection – Tone 6
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Your grave,
seeking Your most pure body. You took hell captive, not being tempted by it. You came to the Virgin,
granting life. O Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You.
Troparion for Saint Trophimus – Tone 4
Your holy martyr Trophimus and his companions, O Lord, Through their sufferings have received
incorruptible crowns from You, our God. For having Your strength, they laid low their adversaries, and
shattered the powerless boldness of demons. Through their intercessions, save our souls!
Kontakion for the Resurrection – Tone 6
When Christ God the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty
hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race. He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life,
and the God of all.

Kontakion for Saint Trophimus – Tone 8
You have appeared as bright lamps, O holy martyrs! Illumine the whole creation with the brightness of your
miracles. Deliver it from infirmity and drive away the deep darkness, always interceding before Christ God for us
all.
The Prokeimenon in the Sixth Tone
O Lord, save Your people, and bless Your inheritance!
v: To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!
The Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans (15:1-7)
We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us
please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written,
“The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” For whatever things were written before were written
for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God
of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may
with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one
another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.
The Alleluia in the Sixth Tone
v: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the heavenly God.
v: He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I trust.”
The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew (9:27-35)
When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy
on us!” And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying,
“According to your faith let it be to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying,
“See that no one knows it.” But when they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all that country. As
they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed. And when the demon was cast
out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” But the Pharisees
said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.” Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the
people.
The Sunday Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

rd

The Holy Martyr Trophimus – July 23
The Holy Martyrs Trophimus, Theophilus, and and thirteen martyrs with them, suffered during the persecution
against Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305). Brought to trial, they bravely confessed themselves
Christians and refused to offer sacrifice to idols. After fierce tortures, they broke the legs of the holy martyrs and
threw them into a fire. Strengthened by the Lord, they came out of the fire completely unharmed, and they
glorified Christ all the more. Unable to break the will of the holy confessors, the torturers beheaded them.
Also commemorated this day:
The Icon of the Mother of God “Joy of All Who Sorrow” (With
Coins) was glorified in the year 1888 in Petersburg, when during the
time of a terrible thunderstorm lightning struck in a chapel. All was
burned or singed, except for this icon of the Queen of Heaven. It was
knocked to the floor, and the poor box broke open at the same time.
Somehow, twelve small coins (half-kopeck pieces), became attached
to the icon. A church was built in 1898 on the site of the chapel.
Also commemorated this day:
The Pochaev Icon of the Mother of God is among the most
venerable sacred items of the Orthodox Church. Located at the
Dormition Cathedral, Pochaev, Ukraine, the icon is renowned
throughout the Slavic world and is venerated by Orthodox Christians
throughout the world. Christians of other confessions also come to
venerate the wonderworking image of the Most Holy Theotokos,
together with the Orthodox. The wonderworking icon has been kept
at the Pochaev Lavra, an ancient bastion of Orthodoxy, for about 400
years. The miracles which issued forth from the holy icon are
numerous and are testified to in the monastery books with the signatures of the faithful who have been delivered
from unclean spirits, liberated from captivity, and sinners brought to their senses. In the year 1721, Pochaev was
occupied by Uniates. Even in this difficult time for the Lavra, the monastery chronicle notes 539 miracles from
the glorified Orthodox icon. During the time of the Uniate rule in the second half of the eighteenth century, for
example, the Uniate nobleman Count Nicholas Pototski became a benefactor of the Pochaev Lavra through the
following miraculous circumstance. Having accused his coachman of
overturning the carriage with frenzied horses, the count took out a
pistol to shoot him. The coachman, turning towards Pochaev Hill,
reached his hands upwards and cried out: “Mother of God, manifest in
the Pochaev Icon, save me!” Pototski several times tried to shoot the
pistol, which had never let him down, but the weapon misfired. The
coachman remained alive. Pototski then immediately went to the
wonderworking icon and decided to devote himself and all his property
to the building-up of the monastery. From his wealth the Dormition
cathedral was built, as well as buildings for the brethren. The return of
Pochaev into the bosom of Orthodoxy in 1832 was marked by the
miraculous healing of the blind maiden Anna Akimchukova, who had
come on pilgrimage to the holy things together with her seventy-yearold grandmother from Kremenets-Podolsk, 132 miles away.

St. Nikolai’s reflection for today:
The great teachers of the Church
endeavored to teach men great truths,
not only by words but also by obvious
examples. Thus Abba Isaiah, in order to
teach the monks, said that no one
would receive a reward from God who,
in this life did not labor for God,
brought his disciples to a threshing
floor where a farm laborer gathered the
winnowed wheat. "Give me some
wheat also!" said Isaiah to the farm
hand. "Did you reap, Father?" "I did
not", replied the elder. "How do you
expect to obtain wheat when you did
not reap?" To that the elder replied:
"Does he who did not reap receive
wheat?" "He does not receive wheat",
replied the farm hand. Hearing such an
answer, the elder silently turned away.
When the disciples begged him to
explain his action, the elder said: "I did
this with the intention to show you that
he who has not lived a life of
asceticism will not receive a reward
from God."
Make Disciples of All Nations
In preparation for a renewed effort to
bring the truth of the Orthodox Faith to
our surroundings communities, Fr.
Mikel will be giving a series of brief talks
in the month of August, immediately
following the Divine Liturgy to provide
tips for sharing our faith.
Annual Golf Outing
A big thanks to all that helped to make
this year’s Gold Outing another great
success!!

Special Announcements:
Fr. Mikel & Mat. Rachel in Serbia – July 25th—Aug. 4th
Vigil and Liturgy for the Feast of Transfiguration –
August 5th & 6th
Weekday Services start August 9th & 10th
Akathist-Wednesday nights at 6pm
Liturgy-Thursday mornings at 9:30am
Vigil and Liturgy for the Feast of Dormition
August 14th & 15th
Fall Kick-Off Event – Sept. 3rd
This will take place after Liturgy at an area park. Details
to follow but mark your calendars now.
Upcoming Gatherings:
We are hoping to resume monthly gatherings for the
men and women of our community starting in
September. If you have any ideas about the possibility of
a Ladies Tea or Men’s Breakfast, please feel free to
speak to Fr. Mikel or Mat. Rachel.

Today we are especially praying for
the Health and Salvation of:
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
The Minnick Family
The Fromholtz Family
Kathy Jo, Michael
Kelli
Liz and Carla
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy
Anthony
Joan
Slavco
Anthony
Thomas
Mat. Rebecca
Thomas
Marsha
For The Departed Soul of:
+Andy Dordea
+Pdn. Gregory

