Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday June 18th, 2017
Tone 1-All Saints of America
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Martyr Leontius and those with him
The Most Reverend Alexander
(Golitzin) Archbishop of Dallas and the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Rev. Father Mikel Hill, Rector
Protodeacon James Gresh

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting July 12 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 1
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure
^body, You rose on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. The powers of heaven
therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your
^Kingdom! // Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”
American Saints Troparion – Tone 8
As the bountiful harvest of Your sowing of salvation, the lands of North America offer to You, O
Lord, all the saints who have shone in them. By their prayers keep the Church and our land in abiding
peace through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One!
St. Nikolai Troparion – Tone 4
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith. An image of humility, and a teacher of
abstinence. Your humility exalted you, your poverty enriched you. O Hierarch Father Nikolai, entreat
Christ our God that our souls may be saved!
American Saints Kontakion – Tone 3
Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to God in the lands of North
America now stands before us in the Church and invisibly prays to God for us. With them the Angels
glorify Him, and all the Saints of the Church of Christ keep festival with them; and together they all
pray for us to the Pre-eternal God.

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 1
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on You!
v: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!
Prokeimenon (Saints)
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.
Epistle Reading – Romans 2:10-16
… but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without law will also perish
without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the
law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to
themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing
witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God
will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Tone 1
v. God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.
v. He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, and his seed
forever.
v. Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, O you righteous!

Gospel Reading- Matthew 4:18-23
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I
will make you fishers of men.” They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there,
He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.

Gospel Reading- Matthew 4:25-5:12 (Saints)
Great multitudes followed Him – from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the
Jordan. And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples
came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

Theotokion
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos,…

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily- About how our salvation is in the hands of God
"The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but salvation is in the Lord"
(Proverbs 21:31). We are obligated to prepare ourselves but our success depends on
God. All of our preparation is only a proposal to God but the proposal does not
decide, but God decides. That is why people wisely say according to their
experience: man proposes and God disposes. O Soldier of Christ, prepare your mind
as a good horse, arm your heart with virtues, temper your will with mortifications,
but know - that "salvation is in the Lord." O Merchant of Christ, practice good trade
every day, exchanging the material for the spiritual, the earthly for the heavenly and
mortality for immortality, but know - that "salvation is in the Lord." O Plowman of
Christ, plow and re-plow your soul, sow the good evangelical seed on it every day,
weed out the field of your soul from weeds, watch over it, but know that "salvation
is in the Lord." A horse did not help the pharaoh in the Red Sea. Neither did the
riches of Babylon help in the day of reckoning with God. A person can prepare all
but, nevertheless, in that decisive moment can lose everything. For salvation is not
in preparation, but in the Lord. That is why the saints, even though most prepared
for the Kingdom of God and, in their hour of death, sighed not knowing whether they
will be received into the Kingdom. O how well they remember the words of the Lord:
"When you have done everything that was commanded you, say: 'We are unprofitable
servants!' " (St. Luke 17:10). Brethren, let us be prepared for the day of temptation,
well girded and armed but let us not hope in our own preparation, but in the Lord. O
Lord our Savior, help us and save us. To You be glory and thanks always. Amen

REFLECTIONSt. Nikolai of Zicha
"Say not, I will repay evil! Trust
in the Lord and He will help you"
(Proverbs 20:22).
Do not be vengeful; do not return
evil for evil. The evil from your
neighbor is sufficient. If you
return evil for evil to him, you
will double the evil in the world.
If you do not return evil for evil
to him, he can still burn out his
evil through repentance. Thus,
you will reduce evil in the world
through patience and forgiveness.
Do not be vengeful; do not return
evil for evil. "But wait on the
Lord," He sees and remembers
and, in your time, even you and
your evil doer will know that God
sees and remembers. You ask
yourself: What have I done in
that I have not returned evil for
evil? You have done the wisest
deed that you could do in the
given situation, i.e.; you have
relinquished your struggle to the
One Stronger than yourself and
the Stronger will victoriously
fight for you. If you enter into
battle with the evil doer you
might be defeated. But God
cannot be defeated. Therefore,
relinquish your struggle to the
Victorious and Undefeated One
and patiently wait.

Coffee Hour and Trash bag removal:
June 11 – Kim Krajci
June 18 – shared covered dish (Lenten)
June 25 – TBA
Birthdays:
June 3 – Tom Baier
June 7 – Allison Krupko
June 17 – Joe Novak
June 23– Lana Baier
Anniversaries:
June 1 – Tom and Lana Baier
June 6 – TJ and Laura Cotterman
June 21 – Wally and Debbie Borojevich
Other Announcements:
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open June dates!!
Remember that fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth
and welcoming visitors. Remember to empty trash cans!
Lock Box Combination!!-- Please note that the combination
for the key lock box will be changing in JULY! Please see
Father Mikel for a request to have the number. This will
occur periodically for security measures.
Cleaning the Church!!- Please sign up on a monthly basis
for cleaning the church. We have gotten out of the habit of
signing up for this important service to the church.
PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Cervo Family
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa Freude
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Joan
Slavco
Jake K.
Anthony Freude
Katia G.
For The Departed Souls of:
+Andy Dordea

