Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday June 4th, 2017
Feast of the Holy Spirit
Tone 7-Pentecost
th
8 Sunday of Pascha
Saint Metrophanes, First Patriarch of
Constantinople
The Most Reverend Alexander
(Golitzin) Archbishop of Dallas and the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Father Mikel Hill
Protodeacon James Gresh

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting June 7 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Troparion of Pentecost – Tone 8
Blessed are You, O Christ our God;
Who has revealed the fishermen as most wise
by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit
through them You drew the world into Your net.//
O lover man! Glory to You!
Kontakion of Pentecost – Tone 8
When the Most High came down and confused the tongues,
He divided the nations;
but when He distributed the tongues of fire, He called all to unity.//
Therefore, with one voice we glorify the most-Holy Spirit.

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 8
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the
ends of the universe!
v: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.
Epistle Reading – Acts 2:1-11
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly
there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance. And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because
everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to
one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own
language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining
Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – we hear them speaking in
our own tongues the wonderful works of God.”

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
v. By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made; and all their host by the Spirit of His mouth.
v. The Lord looked down from heaven, and saw all the sons of men.

Instead of the Trisagion we sing
As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.
Gospel Reading – John 7:37-52, 8:12
On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers
of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive;
for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. Therefore many from the
crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is the Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.”
But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes
from the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” So there was a division
among the people because of Him. Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on
Him. Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have you not
brought Him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!” Then the Pharisees answered
them, “Are you also deceived? Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd
that does not know the law is accursed.” Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of
them) said to them, “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?” They
answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of
Galilee.” Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

Theotokion
Rejoice, O Queen, glory of mothers and virgins! No tongue, however sweet or fluent, is eloquent enough to
praise you worthily. Every mind is overawed by your childbearing. Therefore, with one voice, we glorify
you.

Communion Hymn
Let Your good Spirit lead me on a level path!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

HOMILY-About guarding of the heart
"With closest custody, guard your heart, for in it are the sources of life"
(Proverbs 4:23).
In the heart is the will, in the heart is love, in the heart is understanding, in the heart is the face
of the All-holy and Divine Trinity. The heart is the home of the Father, the altar of the Son and the
workshop of the Holy Spirit. God wants the heart: "My Son, give me your heart" (Proverbs: 23:26).
Let the mountains be overturned, let the seas dry up, let your friends abandon you, let your wealth
fail you, let your body be consumed by worms, let the world pour upon you all the ridicule which it
has but be not afraid; only guard your heart, guard and affix it to the Lord and give it to the Lord.
From the heart comes life; from where does life in the heart come if the breath of the Lord and
Source of Life, God, does not dwell in it?
"A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings forth good things; and an evil man out of
the evil treasure brings forth evil things" (St. Matthew 12:35). These are the words of the Lord Who
fills the treasury of your heart with His riches. What is that "good man?" That is the good treasure
of the heart. What is that "evil man?" That is the evil treasure of the heart. "For out of the heart [of
an evil man] proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies" (St. Matthew 15:19) and from the good heart proceeds "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (Galatians 5:22-23). Do you see how
great a warehouse is the heart of man? Do you see what all can fit in the heart of man? O brother,
God the Holy Spirit Himself, when it pleases Him, can fit in the heart of man. Not only can He, but
He will. He only waits for you to prepare your heart for Him. To convert it into a temple, for God
the Holy Spirit only dwells in a temple. Just as a serpent protects its head so you, also son, guard
your heart. Above everything that is guarded, son, guard your heart! For in the heart enters life
and from it proceeds life, life which is from the Living God. O Life-giving Lord, help us to guard
our heart for You, for You the Lord! To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

CONTEMPLATIONSt. Nikolai of Zicha
To contemplate the miraculous
fishing in the deep: "But when He
had ceased speaking, He said to
Simon, ' Put out into the deep
and lower your nets for a
catch' " (St. Luke 5:4):
1. How the apostles went out into
the deep and, with the blessing
of the Lord, caught an abundance
of fish;
2. How I am empty and hungry
while I stand in the shallow
[physical] senses and here fish for
power and wisdom;
3. How I should enter into the
spiritual depths, with the blessing
of the Lord, and there to catch a
good catch.

Service and Clergy Schedule:
June 4 – Father Mikel Hill-Kneeling prayers of Pentecost
Coffee Hour:
June 4 – Jaga R.
June 11 – TBA
June 18 -- TBA
June 25 – TBA
Birthdays:
June 3 – Tom Baier
June 7 – Allison Krupko
June 17 – Joe Novak
June 23– Lana Baier
Anniversaries:
June 1 – Tom and Lana Baier
June 6 – TJ and Laura Cotterman
June 21 – Wally and Debbie Borojevich
Other Announcements:
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open June dates!!
Remember that fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth
and welcoming visitors.
PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Cervo Family
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa Freude
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Joan
Slavco
Jake K.
Anthony Freude
Katia G.
For the Repose of the Souls of the departed
Servants:
+George Ralich (anniversary)

