Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday March 12th, 2017
(Tone 5) St. Gregory of Palamas
The Second Sunday of Lent
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Next Parish Council Meeting:
Date changed to April 6 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 5
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection.
Troparion St. Gregory – Tone 8
O light of Orthodoxy, teacher of the Church, its confirmation, O ideal of monks and
invincible champion of theologians, O wonderworking Gregory, glory of Thessalonica and
preacher of grace,// always intercede before the Lord that our souls may be saved!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Triodion – Tone 4
	
  	
  Now is the time for action! Judgment is at the doors! So let us rise and fast, offering alms
with tears of compunction and crying: “Our sins are more in number than the sands of the
sea; but forgive us, O Master of all,// so that we may receive the incorruptible crowns!”

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 5
You, O Lord, shall protect us and preserve us from this generation forever.
V: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly.
	
  My mouth shall speak wisdom, the meditation of my heart shall be
understanding.
Epistle Reading – Hebrews 1:10-2:3
And: “You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of
Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You
will fold them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not fail.” But to
which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool”?
Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? Therefore
we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the word
spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just
reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by
the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.

Epistle Reading – Hebrews 7:26-8:2
For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and
has become higher than the heavens; who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered
up Himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath,
which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. Now this is the main point
of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man.

Tone 5
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim
Your truth from generation to generation.
V: For You have said: “Mercy will be established forever; My truth will be prepared in the heavens.”
V: The mouth of the righteous shall meditate wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of judgment.

Gospel Reading – Mark 2:1-12
And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house.
Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near
the door. And He preached the word to them. Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was
carried by four men. And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered
the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic
was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” And
some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this Man speak
blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” But immediately, when Jesus perceived in
His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these
things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say,
‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to
forgive sins” – He said to the paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”
Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were
amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

Gospel Reading – John 1:43-51
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The
thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life
for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The
hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I
know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I
lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

Hymn to the Theotokos
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of Angels and the race of men. O sanctified
temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a Child – our
God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and your womb He made more spacious than the
heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. //Glory to you!

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. He shall not fear evil tidings.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily
By St. Nikolai of Zicha

"But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved " (St. Matthew 24:13).
O Lord most wonderful, You have endured all, all to the end. That is why You became not only blessed but the
source of blessings for all men who desire good for themselves throughout the ages of ages. The apostles
endured all to the end and entered into blessed eternity. The saints willingly endured the difficulties and
sufferings to the end and were glorified, both in heaven and on earth. The martyrs willingly endured all pains to
the end and became the adopted co-inheritors of the Kingdom of Christ. Every founder of a new organization
will recruit followers for himself with the promise of good fruits and many pleasures but deliberately remains
silent about the hardships and labors which lead to those fruits and pleasures. Our Lord Jesus is the only one
Who spoke the whole truth to His followers, both the bitter and the sweet side of the truth. He did not promise
fruits without service, nor glory without suffering, nor ultimate rest without the thorny path, nor victory without
struggle, nor pleasure without bitterness, nor the kingdom without tears and self-denial. Although our Lord
counted the many difficulties which would befall His followers, in the end He does not abandon them without
comfort. He gives meaning to their sufferings and does not leave them in darkness. He says, "The one who
perseveres to the end will be saved." What is that blessing which awaits those who endure to the end that He
Jesus fully revealed and that has been witnessed even until today and is being witnessed by many saints, who,
have either appeared in glory to the faithful from the other world or who, while yet in the flesh, were uplifted in
the spirit to a vision of that glory and blessedness which await the faithful, the chosen and persevering? O Lord,
You are our strength. Help us to endure to the end with faith that You are beside us. To You be glory and thanks
always. Amen.

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
	
   Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Gheorghina
Mary Jean
Silvia
Angie.
Joan
Brena
For the Repose of the Souls of the departed
Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea

This Month’s Clergy Schedule:
March 12 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
March 17/18 – Fr. Mikel (Feast of St. Nikolai
Friday 6:30 pm & Saturday 9:30 am)
March 19 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
March 26 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
Upcoming Important Services/Visits by Fr.
Mikel:
March 17/18 – Patronal Feast of St. Nikolai on
Friday 6:30 pm & Saturday 9:30 am
April 8/9 – Palm Sunday
April 10/12 – Holy Monday to Wednesday morning
April 22/23 – Antipascha/baby shower weekend
April 29/30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD)
Coffee Hour:
March 5 – Ralich
March 12 –Ralich
March 19 – TBD
March 26 – TBD
Birthdays:
March 17 – Josephine White
March 22 – Fr. Mikel Hill
Anniversary:
March 1 – Sandy and Steve Bozeka
Other Announcements:
Choir Practice – Please come on Monday evenings
ready to sing promptly at 7 pm. We have changed the
day of the week to increase our attendance.
Mark Your Calendar! (Baby shower) – Georgie
Washington is organizing a baby shower for Mat.
Rachel and baby Isabel Cosette. Keep the weekend of
April 22nd or 23rd open. This will be a covered dish
event. Stay posted for updates on the details!
Council date change! Please note the change of date
for the April council meeting because of Holy Week.
The date is now Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 pm.

