Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday March 19th, 2017
(Tone 6) Sunday of the Cross
The Third Sunday of Lent
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Next Parish Council Meeting:
Date changed to April 6 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 6
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Your
grave, seeking Your most pure body. You took hell captive, not being tempted by it. You
came to the Virgin, granting life.// O Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You.
Troparion of the Cross – Tone 1
O Lord, save Your people, and bless Your inheritance! Grant victories to the Orthodox
Christians over their adversaries; and by virtue of Your Cross,// preserve Your habitation!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Annunciation – Tone 4
O victorious leader of triumphant hosts! We your servants, delivered from evil sing our
grateful thanks to you, O Theotokos! As you possess invincible might set us free from every
calamity so that we may sing: Rejoice O unwedded Bride!

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Instead of Holy God … we sing, “Before Thy Cross”
Prokeimenon Tone 6
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance!
V: To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!
Epistle Reading – Hebrews 4:14-5:6
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. For every high
priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since
he himself is also subject to weakness. Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for
himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God,
just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to
Him: “You are My Son, today I have begotten You.” As He also says in another place: “You are a priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek”

Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: Remember Thy congregation which Thou hast purchased of old.
V: God is our King before the ages: He hath wrought salvation in the midst of the earth.

Gospel Reading – Mark 8:34-9:1
When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange
for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels.” And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not
taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.”

Hymn to the Theotokos
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace:
the assembly of Angels and the race of men.
O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise,
the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a Child –
our God before the ages. He made your body into a throne,
and your womb He made more spacious than the heavens.
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. Glory to you!

Communion Hymn
The light of Thy countenance is signed upon us, O Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily
By St. Nikolai of Zicha

"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the heavens" (St. Matthew 24:30).
What kind of sign will the sign of the Son of Man be? Which once had been shown
briefly? That is the cross, brighter than the sun, which manifested itself over Jerusalem
before the coming of an earlier personification of the Antichrist by the name of Julian
the Apostate. And in lieu of every homily concerning this miraculous sign, it is
worthwhile to quote here the letter of St. Cyril of Jerusalem written to Emperor
Constatius, the son of Constantine the Great and predecessor of Julian the Apostate. A
portion of his letter reads, "For in these very days of the holy feast of Pentecost on the
Nones of May, about the third hour, a gigantic cross formed of light appeared in the sky
above holy Golgotha stretching out as far as the holy Mount of Olives. It was not seen
by just one or two but was most clearly displayed before the whole population of the
city. Nor did it, as one might have supposed, pass away quickly like something
imagined but was visible to sight above the earth for some hours, while it sparkled with
a light above the sun's rays. Of a surety, it would have been overcome and hidden by
them, had it not exhibited to those who saw it a brilliance more powerful than the sun,
so that the whole population of the city made a sudden concerted rush into the Martyrs,
[the church] seized by a fear that mingled with joy at the heavenly vision. They poured
in, young and old, men and women of every age, not only Christians but pagans from
elsewhere sojourning in Jerusalem, all of them as with one mouth raised a hymn of
praise to the worker of wonders, Christ Jesus our Lord, the Only-begotten Son of God
and attested to through experience, came to discern that the honorable [pious] Christian
teaching is to be found not only in "persuasive words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of spirit and power" (I Corinthians 2:4), and not only preached by man
but, witnessed by God from Heaven. "Announced originally through the Lord, it was
confirmed for us by those who had heard. God added His testimony by signs, wonders,
and various acts of power" (Hebrews 2:3-4). We consider it our obligation not to remain
silent about this Heavenly vision, but through this letter, hasten to inform Your Godglorified and Pious One." O my brethren, everything is possible with God: both, to
reveal the created to man and to create the uncreated. But most importantly for us is that
He wants to redeem our souls from sin and death and to give us life eternal. Let us pray
to Him for this day and night. O Lord Almighty, To You be glory and thanks always.
Amen.

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Gheorghina
Mary Jean
Silvia
Angie.
Joan
Brena

This Month’s Clergy Schedule:
March 19 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
March 26 – Fr. Basil Stoyka

For the Repose of the Souls of the departed
Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea

Other Announcements:
Choir Practice – Please come on Monday evenings
ready to sing promptly at 7 pm. We have changed the
day of the week to increase our attendance.

Upcoming Important Services and Visits by Fr.
Mikel:
March 17/18 – Patronal Feast of St. Nikolai on
Friday 6:30 pm & Saturday 9:30 am
April 8/9 – Palm Sunday
April 10/12 – Holy Monday to Wednesday morning
April 22/23 – Antipascha/baby shower weekend
April 29/30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD)
Coffee Hour:
March 19 –Blebea
March 26 – TBD
Birthdays:
March 17 – Josephine White
March 22 – Fr. Mikel Hill
Anniversary:
March 1 – Sandy and Steve Bozeka

Baby shower – Mark Your Calendar! Georgie
Washington is organizing a baby shower for Mat.
Rachel and baby Isabel Cosette. It will be held on
April 23 following Liturgy at Georgie’s home and is a
covered dish event. See Georgie for the details!
Council date change – Please note the change of date
for the April council meeting because of Holy Week.
The date is now Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 pm.
Fashion Show – Some of our church members are
modeling at a fashion show for the benefit of Alliance
inner-city children. Everyone is invited to come! This
event will be on Saturday, May 6th. For more details
see the church bulletin board or, if you have any
questions concerning the event or purchasing tickets,
please see Georgie Washington. Georgie would like
to say a special thanks to the Krupko family for
donating a table.

