Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday March 26th, 2017
(Tone 7) St. John Climacus
Leavetaking of the Annunciation
The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Next Parish Council Meeting:
Date changed to April 6 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 7
By Your Cross You destroyed death. To the thief You opened Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers
You changed weeping into joy. And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God, to
proclaim that You are risen,// granting the world great mercy.
Troparion of the Annunciation – Tone 4
Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery! The Son
of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as Gabriel announces the coming of Grace. Together
with him let us cry to the Theotokos: “Rejoice, O Full of Grace,// the Lord is with you!”
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Kontakion of the Annunciation – Tone 4
O victorious leader of triumphant hosts! We your servants, delivered from evil sing our
grateful thanks to you, O Theotokos! As you possess invincible might set us free from every
calamity so that we may sing: Rejoice O unwedded Bride!

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 7
The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His
people with peace.
V: Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to the Lord!
Prokeimenon Tone 4
From day to day proclaim the salvation of our God!
Epistle Reading – Hebrews 6:13-20
For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by
Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” And so, after he
had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for
confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things,
in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus,
having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Tone 7
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Your Name, O Most High.
V: To declare Your mercy in the morning, and Your truth by night.
He descends like rain upon the fleece, like raindrops that water the earth.

Gospel Reading – Mark 9:17-31
Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit. And
wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes
rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.” He answered him
and said, “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring
him to Me.” Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed
him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. So He asked his father, “How long
has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. And often he has thrown him both into
the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help
us.” Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately
the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” When Jesus
saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: “Deaf and
dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!” Then the spirit cried out,
convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, “He is
dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when He had come into the
house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” So He said to them, “This kind
can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.” Then they departed from there and passed through
Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it. For He taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son
of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will
rise the third day.”

Hymn to the Theotokos
All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of Angels and the race of men. O sanctified
temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a Child – our
God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and your womb He made more spacious than the
heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. Glory to you!

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the Highest.
The Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily on the Annunciation
By St. Nikolai of Zicha

When the All-Holy Virgin completed the fourteenth year after her birth and was entering her
fifteenth year, after having spent eleven years of living and serving in the Temple of
Jerusalem, the priests informed her that, according to the Law, she could not remain in the
Temple but was required to be betrothed and enter into marriage. What a great surprise to the
priests was the answer of the All-Holy Virgin that she had dedicated her life to God and that
she desired to remain a Virgin until death, not wanting to enter into marriage with anyone!
Then, according to Divine Providence, Zacharias, the high priest and father of the Forerunner,
under the inspiration of God, and in agreement with the other priests, gathered twelve unwed
men from the Tribe of David to betroth the Virgin Mary to one of them to preserve her
virginity and to care for her. She was betrothed to Joseph of Nazareth who was her kinsman.
In the house of Joseph, the All-Holy Virgin continued to live as she did in the Temple of
Solomon, occupying her time in the reading of Sacred Scripture, in prayer, in Godly-thoughts,
in fasting and in handiwork. She rarely went anywhere outside the house nor was she
interested in worldly things and events. She spoke very little to anyone, if at all, and never
without special need. More frequently she communicated with both of Joseph's daughters.
When the fullness of time had come, as prophesied by Daniel the Prophet, and when God was
pleased to fulfill His promise to the banished Adam and to the Prophets, the great Archangel
Gabriel appeared in the chamber of the All-Holy Virgin and, as some priestly writers wrote,
precisely at that same moment when she held open the book of the Prophet Isaiah and was
contemplating his great prophecy: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son!"
(Isaiah 7:13). Gabriel appeared in all of his angelic brightness and saluted her: "Rejoice,
highly favored one! The Lord is with you" (St. Luke 1:28), and the rest in order as it is written
in the Gospel of the saintly Luke. With this angelic annunciation and the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the Virgin, the salvation of mankind and restoration of all creation began. The
history of the New Testament was opened by the words of the Archangel Gabriel: "Rejoice,
highly favored one" This is to imply that the New Testament was to signify joy to mankind
and to all created things. It is from this that the Annunciation is considered not only a great
feast, but a joyful feast as well.

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Angie.
Joan
Brena
For the Repose of the Souls of the
departed Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea
+John Maxwell
+John Oliver

Service and Clergy Schedule:
March 26 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
April 2 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
April 8 – Lazarus Saturday w/ Fr. Mikel Hill
Liturgy at 9:30 AM
Cotterman Baptism at 3:00 PM
Vespers at 5:00 PM
April 9 – Palm Sunday w/ Fr. Mikel Hill
April 10 – Monday Bridegroom Matins at 6:30 PM w/ Fr.
Mikel Hill
April 11 – Tuesday Bridegroom Matins at 6:30 PM w/ Fr.
Mikel Hill
April 12 – Wednesday Bridegroom Matins at 6:30 PM w/ Fr.
Mikel Hill
April 13 – Holy Thursday Services TBD w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka
April 14 – Holy Friday Services w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka
Friday morning decorating of the tomb by the women
Burial Vespers at 3:00 PM
Lamentations at 6:30 PM
April 15 – Holy Saturday w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka
Morning Liturgy at 9:30 AM
Pascha Night Service at 10:00 PM
(No services on the feast day of Great and Holy Pascha April 16)
April 22/23 – Fr. Mikel Hill
Baby shower following Liturgy
April 30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil Stoyka
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD)
Coffee Hour:
March 26 – Gresh
Birthdays:
March 17 – Josephine White
March 22 – Fr. Mikel Hill
Anniversary:
March 1 – Sandy and Steve Bozeka
Other Announcements:
Choir Practice – Please come on Monday evenings ready to sing
promptly at 7 pm. We have changed the day of the week to
increase our attendance.
Baby shower – For Mat. Rachel and baby Isabel Cosette. It will
be held on April 23 following Liturgy at Georgie”s home and is a
covered dish event.
Council date change – Please note the change of date for the
April council meeting because of Holy Week. The date is now
Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 pm.
Fashion Show – Church members are modeling at a fashion
show for the benefit of Alliance inner-city children. Everyone is
welcome! This event will be on Saturday, May 6th. See details on
the church bulletin board. Any questions concerning the event or
purchasing tickets, please see Georgie Washington. Thanks to the
Krupko family for donating a table.

