
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox 
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment 
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of 
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee 
hour and a brief adult Christian education 
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any 
questions about our worship, the chapel, or 
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again, 
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated 
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy 
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy 
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession, 
and fasting according to the discipline of your home 
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion 
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread. 
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of 
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we 
can all take Holy Communion together! 
 

 
 

 
Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 4 

When the women Disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel the joyous message of the 
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the Apostles: “Death is 
overthrown! Christ God is risen, // granting the world great mercy!” 
 

 Troparion Sunday of Orthodoxy – Tone 2   
       We venerate Your most pure image, O Good One; and ask forgiveness of our 
transgressions, O Christ our God. Of Your good will You were pleased to ascend the cross in 
the flesh and deliver Your creatures from bondage to the Enemy. Therefore with 
thankfulness we cry aloud to You: “You have filled all with joy, O our Savior, // for You 
alone have come to save the world.” 

Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4  
 

Kontakion of the Triodion – Tone 8      
 	  No one could describe the Word of the Father; but when He took flesh from you, O 

Theotokos, He accepted to be described, and restored the fallen image to its former state 
by uniting it to divine beauty. // We confess and proclaim our salvation in words and 

images. 
 

Saint Nikolai  Orthodox Church 
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641 

 

Sunday March 5th, 2017 
(Tone 4) Sunday of Orthodoxy  

 The First Sunday of Lent 
Liturgy of St. Basil the Great   

 
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin) 

Bishop of Dallas, the South, 
and the Bulgarian Diocese 

Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh, 
Mission Administrator 

 

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM 
Sunday Reading of  the Hours – 9:10 AM 

Sunday Divine  Liturgy -  9:30 AM  
 

Book study/Christian Education following 
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome! 

 
Parish Council Meetings: 

2nd Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM 
Parishioners are welcome! 

 
  

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information! 
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/ 

 



Prokeimenon Tone 8 
 Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is  

Your name forever!   
V: For You are just in all that You have done for us!  

 
  

Epistle Reading – Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2  
By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. And what 
more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also 
of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented – of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not 
receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that	  they should not be made 
perfect apart from us. Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
  
 

Tone 4 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

V: Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among those who called on His Name.    
V: 	  They called to the Lord and He answered them. 

  
   

Gospel Reading – John 1:43-51    
The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael 
answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered 
and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
  
 

 



 
 Hymn to the Theotokos 

 All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace: the assembly of Angels and the race of men. O sanctified 
temple and spiritual paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate and became a Child – our 

God before the ages. He made your body into a throne, and your womb He made more spacious than the 
heavens. All of creation rejoices in you, O Full of Grace. //Glory to you! 

 
  

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just!    

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 

Homily   
By St. Nikolai of Zicha 

 

 "But rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you" 
(St. Luke 11:41). 
 
External cleanliness becomes a man. But that is a lesser cleanliness. Internal cleanliness is 
incomparably more important than external cleanliness. That is greater cleanliness. A dish can 
serve more usefully only if it is washed and clean on the inside even though the outside is dark 
and ashy. If a glass is dirty on the inside, its external cleanliness will never attract anyone to 
drink from it. If a bowl is dark and ashy on the outside who will dare to eat from it? There are 
many more teachers in the world and many examples of external rather than internal 
cleanliness. For it is easier to teach and show by example external cleanliness rather than 
internal cleanliness. Behold brethren, how the Teacher and Model of great cleanliness, places 
this great cleanliness on the dependence of internal alms-giving. Alms-giving, which is 
performed from the heart, purifies the soul of man. Alms-giving, which is performed from the 
heart, cleanses the heart of man. Alms-giving, which is performed from the soul, cleanses a 
man's soul. Alms-giving, which is performed from his entire mind, cleanses the mind of a man. 
In a word, internal alms-giving cleanses the entire man. If alms-giving is only from a hand, it 
does not cleanse the hand much less the heart, soul and mind. Alms-giving from the hand is 
indispensable but it cleanses the giver only then, when the heart moves the hand to alms-giving. 
Besides alms-giving from the hand, there exist other types of alms-giving. Prayer for people is 
internal alms-giving and, likewise, sorrow for human pains, and joy in the joy of others. That is 
alms-giving, which proceeds from the heart and creates cleanliness in the heart, the soul and the 
mind. O, All-Pure Lord, help us that, with true alms-giving we acquire great cleanliness. To 
You be glory and thanks always. Amen. 
 
 
	   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYERS requested - 
For The Health and Salvation of: 
Gloria 
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty 
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann 
Harper 
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.  
Valentina 
Josh 
Minnick Family 
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family. 
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique 
Kelli 
Liz, Carla Michalik 
Max and the Turcola family 
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki 
Larissa 
Steve and Sandy B. 
Anthony B. 
Donna Jovich 
Donald Rininger 
Tuck 
Gheorghina 
Mary Jean 
Silvia 
Angie. 
Joan 
Brena 
 
For the Repose of the Souls of the 
departed Servants: 
+John and Jenny Codrea  
 

 This Month’s Clergy Schedule: 
March 5 – Fr. Mikel Hill 
March 12 – Fr. Basil Stoyka 
March 17/18 – Feast of St. Nikolai-Friday & Saturday Fr. Mikel 
March 19 – Fr. Basil Stoyka 
March 26 – Fr. Basil Stoyka 
 
Upcoming Important Services/Visits by Fr. Mikel:  
March 5 – Sunday of Orthodoxy (information below) 
March 17/18 – Feast of St. Nikolai on Friday & Saturday 
April 8/9 – Palm Sunday 
April 10/12 – Holy Monday to Wednesday morning 
April 22/23 – Antipascha/baby shower weekend 
April 29/30 – Holy Myrrbearers’ Slava w/ Fr. Basil 
May 6/7 – St. Nikolai Slava (priest TBD) 
 
March 5th Sunday of Orthodoxy Service Details: 
Fr. Don has encouraged us all to attend this service. Our own Fr. 
Mikel Hill will be directing the choir! Please come pray with us! 
 

Morning Liturgy – 9:30 AM at St. Nikolai 
Lenten Vespers – 5:00 PM at Presentation of Our Lord 

 

Presentation of Our Lord Orthodox Church 
3365 Ridgewood Rd 

Fairlawn, Ohio 44333-3197 
 

Directions: Take I-77 North to Ridgewood Rd exit (#133).  Turn 
left on Ridgewood Rd. The Church is approximately 1 mile down 
the road on the right side.  
 
Other Announcements: 
Choir Practice – Please come on Monday evenings ready to sing 
promptly at 7 pm. We have changed the day of the week to increase 
our attendance. 
 
Supply Donation Request List – Supplies are no longer needed at 
this time. We will update any needs next month. Thanks to Georgie 
Washington to taking on this task. 
 
Mark Your Calendar! (Baby shower) – Georgie Washington is 
organizing a baby shower for Mat. Rachel and baby Isabel Cosette. 
Keep the weekend of April 22nd or 23rd open. This will be a covered 
dish event. Stay posted for updates on the details! 
 
Coffee Hour:  
March 5 – Ralich 
March 12 –Ralich 
March 19 – TBD 
March 26 – TBD  
  
Birthdays:  
March 17 – Josephine White 
March 22 – Fr. Mikel Hill 
 
Anniversary:  
March 1 – Sandy and Steve Bozeka  
 


