Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday May 14, 2017
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Fifth Sunday of Pascha
The Mid-feast
Right Reverend Arch Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting May 17 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 4
	
  When the women Disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel the joyous message of the
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the Apostles: “Death is
overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”
Troparion of the Mid-feast – Tone 8
In the middle of the feast, O Savior, fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety as You cried to all:
“If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!”// O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to You!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Troparion of the Samaritan Woman – Tone 8
	
  	
  The Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith; she saw You, the Water of wisdom and drank
abundantly. // She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever glorified!
Kontakion of the Midfeast – Tone 4
	
  	
  Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all in the midst of the feast of the Law: “Come
and draw the water of immortality!” We fall before You and faithfully cry:// “Grant us Your
mercies, for You are the Fountain of our life!”

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 3
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
V: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
	
  
Epistle Reading –	
  Acts 11:19-26, 29-30
Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But some of them
were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists,
preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and
turned to the Lord. Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they
sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad,
and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. For he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. Then
Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So
it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. Then the disciples, each according to his ability,
determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Tone 4

	
  	
  Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth!
V: 	
  For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity.
Gospel Reading – John 4:5-42
So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by
the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said
to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living
water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then
do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank
from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks
of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But
the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus
said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered and said, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands,
and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” The woman said to Him,
“Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that
in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the
hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father
is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He
comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” And at this point His
disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?”
or, “Why are You talking with her?” The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and

said to the men, Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ? Then
they went out of the city and came to Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi,
eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the disciples said
to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the
will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then
comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already
white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who
sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labors.” And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word
of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans had come to Him,
they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of
His own word. Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

The Angel Cried
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people! Shine,
shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the Fountain of immortality!
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily About Sobering Up From Sin
By St. Nikolai of Zicha
"Become sober as you ought and stop sinning"(1 Corinthians 15:34). The Apostle Paul gives this commandment in
relation to the resurrection of Christ. Since he had enumerated many proofs of the resurrection of the Lord, he decisively
commands the faithful to sober up as is needed and not to sin anymore. Why does the apostle place our sobriety on the
dependence of the resurrection of the Lord? Because the resurrection of Christ from the dead is the main rebuttal to
sinning. And, because nothing else in this world can turn us away from sinning as the knowledge that the Lord resurrected
from the grave and now, sits alive on the Throne of Glory and is awaiting us on His judgment. Sinning, after that
knowledge, is completely absurd. Sobering up from sinning, after that knowledge, is perfectly natural and reasonable.
"Become sober as your ought!" Not half-heartedly, but completely. Dismiss from your minds even the remembrance of
sin. For sin is like a plant which can grow even in the most parched places. One drop of moisture and, seemingly, a
withered plant becomes green. One remembrance of a seemingly long forgotten dead sin makes it come alive and causes it
to become stronger. The heathens and sinners, who did not have the example of the resurrection of the dead and are
sinning, will have some kind of justification at the Judgment. They will say: "There was nothing so powerful that could
have sobered us up from sinning. We believed that the grave was the last delta of the river of human life, for we did not
have any proof of life after death." Thus, will the heathens speak? But, how will you Christians justify yourselves, you
who learned of the resurrection of Christ and have not sobered up; you who have heard so many testimonies of the
resurrection and the judgment and yet you continue to sin? How are you going to justify yourselves? My brethren, sober
up for once as you should and do not sin for Christ is risen from the grave. O resurrected and living Lord, help us to sober
up from sin once and for all. To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

Service and Clergy Schedule:
May 14 – Fr. Mikel Hill
May 21 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
May 28 – Dn. James Gresh (Proliturgy)
Coffee Hour:
May 7 – Gresh family
May 14 – Gresh family: Coffee/cookies (Mother’s Day)
May 21 – TBA
May 28 – TBA

“Lord and Savior, You have

taught us to honor our fathers
and mothers, and to show love
and obedience toward them.

From the depth of my heart I

fervently pray to You, Jesus, my
God: hear my prayer. Bless my
mother who has raised me up
with the help of Your grace.

Protect her from evil, harm and
sickness. Grant her faith, health
and joy. Bless all of her works

that she may give You honor and
glory all the days of her life.
Amen.”

Birthdays:
May 8 – Josef Gresh
May 10 – Lynette Baier
May 17 – Johnny Baier
May 20– Michelle Rajsich
May 20 – David Tillman
Anniversaries:
May 5 – Greg and Michelle Rajsich
Other Announcements:
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open dates!! Remember that
fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth and welcoming visitors.
PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Joan
Brena
Slavco
For the Repose of the Souls of the departed Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea
+John Maxwell
+John Oliver

