Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday May 21st, 2017
Sunday of the Blind Man
6th Sunday of Pascha
Saints Constantine and Helen
Right Reverend Archbishop Alexander
(Golitzin) Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Father Mikel Hill
Protodeacon James Gresh

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting May 17 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 5
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection.
Troparion of Saints Constantine and Helen – Tone 8
Your servant, Constantine, O Lord and only Lover of mankind, beheld the figure of the
Cross in the heavens. Like Paul, not having received his call from men, but as an apostle
among rulers set by Your hand over the royal city,// he preserved lasting peace through
the prayers of the Theotokos.
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of
abstinence, your humility exalted you, your poverty enriched you. O Hierarch Father Nikolai entreat
Christ our God to have mercy on us
Kontakion from the Pentecostarion - Tone 4
I come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to You in repentance:// “You
are the most radiant Light of those in darkness.”

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Resurrection Prokeimenon Tone 8
Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God!
v: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.
Prokeimenon Tone 8
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the universe!
Epistle Reading – Acts 16:16-34
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination
met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and
cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of
salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. But
when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These
men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful for us,
being Romans, to receive or observe.” Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the
magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid
many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely.
Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening
to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the
prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his
sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for
we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. And
he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their
stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them into his
house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

Epistle Reading – Acts 26:1-5,12-20
Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” So Paul stretched out his hand
and answered for himself: “I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today I shall answer for myself
before you concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, especially because you are
expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me
patiently. My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own nation
at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. They knew me from the first, if they were willing to testify, that
according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. While thus occupied, as I journeyed to
Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, at midday, O king, along the road I saw
a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed with me. And
when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ So I said,
‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand on your
feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the
things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet reveal to you. I will deliver you from the
Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, to open their eyes, in order to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive

forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ Therefore, King
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in Damascus and in
Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent,
turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
v. Look upon me and have mercy on me!
v. Guide my steps according to Your word!
v: I have raised up one chosen out of my peoples.

Gospel Reading – John 9:1-38
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must work the works
of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made
clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing.
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who
sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” Therefore
they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I
received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought him
who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened
his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He
put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” And there was a division among them. They said to the blind man again, “What do you say
about Him because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe
concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who
had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would
be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called
the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” He
answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was
blind, now I see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?”
He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we
are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is
from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know
where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been
unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He
could do nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you
teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found
him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I

may believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with
you.” Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.

The Angel Cried
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people! Shine,
shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the Fountain of immortality!
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the universe! (Ps 18/19:4)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Homily About How We Will Resemble Him Whom We Love
By St. Nikolai of Zicha

"Beloved, we are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that
when it is revealed we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).
Until now, we were slaves and now we are the children of God. We were the slaves of evil and now we
are the servants of good; the supreme good in heaven and on earth. We were slaves to all of that which
is lower and worse than man and now, we will serve the All-Highest and the All-Good. We were
squashed by darkness and now, we will labor in the light. Until now, the devil, sin and death held us in
continual fear and now, we will live close to God in freedom and joy. Now, when now? Now, when the
Lord appeared on earth in the flesh, when He gave us the knowledge of light, freedom and life; when
He gloriously resurrected and manifested Himself in His glorified body; when He fulfilled all the
prophecies of the prophets and all of His promises. Now we, too, are the children of God: "The sons of
light and the heirs of the Kingdom." "We shall be like Him." Truly, this has not yet materialized but
He has manifested Himself and, for now, that is sufficient. He Himself showed how beautiful man is in
the resurrection and we know that we will also be the same as He. The Apostle John says: "We know
that we shall be like Him." He does not say we suspect or it has been told to us but he does say: "We
know that we shall be like Him." For He did not resurrect for His sake, but for our sake. He did not
resurrect from the grave, only to show His power to the dead who are without hope, but to assure the
dead that they, too, will live again and to show them how they will be when they become enlivened.
Neither did the apostles write: " We know," because of their vanity before the ignorant, but because of
brotherly love toward man, that all men may know the same and "that we may also know." O
resurrected Lord, confirm in us also this saving knowledge through the prayers of Your Holy Apostles.
To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

Service and Clergy Schedule:
May 21 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
May 28 – Dn. James Gresh (Proliturgy)
Coffee Hour:
May 21 – Dan Ralich
May 28 – Wally and Debby B.
June 4 – TBA
June 11 – TBA
Birthdays:
May 8 – Josef Gresh
May 10 – Lynette Baier
May 17 – Johnny Baier
May 20– Michelle Rajsich
May 20 – David Tillman
Anniversaries:
May 5 – Greg and Michelle Rajsich
Before the battle with Maxentius, while
Constantine was greatly concerned and in
doubt about his success, a brilliant Cross
appeared to him in the sky during the
day, completely adorned with stars and
written on the Cross were these words:
"By this Sign Conquer." Astonished, the
emperor ordered a large cross to be
forged similar to the one that appeared to
him and that it be carried before the
army. By the power of the Cross he
achieved a glorious victory over the
enemy who was superior in members.
Maxentius was drowned in the Tiber
river. Immediately after that, Constantine
issued the famous Edict of Milan in the
year 313 A.D. to halt the persecution of
Christians.

Other Announcements:
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open June dates!!
Remember that fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth
and welcoming visitors.
PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donald Rininger
Joan
Slavco
Jake K.
Anthony Freude
Katia G.
For the Repose of the Souls of the departed
Servants:
+George Ralich (anniversary)
+John Oliver

