Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday May 28th, 2017
Sunday of the Fathers of the first
Ecumenical Council
7th Sunday of Pascha
Afterfeast of the Ascension
Right Reverend Archbishop Alexander
(Golitzin) Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Father Mikel Hill
Protodeacon James Gresh

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!
Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting June 7 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 6
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Thy grave,
seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to
the Virgin, granting life.// O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.
Troparion –Ascension- Tone 4
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, granting joy to Thy Disciples by the promise of the
Holy Spirit. Through the blessing they were assured, that Thou art the Son of God, // the Redeemer
of the world!
Troparion-Fathers – Tone 8
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, Who has established the Holy Fathers as lights on the
earth. Through them Thou hast guided us to the true Faith. // O greatly compassionate One, glory to
Thee!
Kontakion-Fathers – Tone 8
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one Faith for the Church.
Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology, // It defines and glorifies the great
mystery of piety.
Kontakion –Ascension- Tone 6
When Thou had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake, and didst unite earth to heaven: Thou didst
ascend in glory, O Christ our God, not being parted from those who love Thee, but remaining with
them and crying:// “I am with you, and there is no one against you!”

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 4
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is
Thy name forever!
v: For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!
Epistle Reading – Acts 20:16-18, 28-36
For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and
called for the elders of the church. And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from
the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, Therefore, take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore, watch, and
remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. So now,
brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.
Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were
with me. I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” And
when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
v. The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
v. Gather to Me My venerable ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice!

Gospel Reading – John 17:1-13
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify
Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have
finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself,
with the glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men
whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept
Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have
given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known
surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do not
pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours,
and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the
world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that
they may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom
You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might
be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy
fulfilled in themselves.

Theotokion
Magnify, O my soul, Christ the Giver of Life, Who has ascended from earth to heaven!
We magnify thee, O Mother of God, who beyond reason and understanding gave birth in time to the
Timeless One.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

(Instead of “We have seen the True Light,” we sing the Troparion of Ascension)

HOMILY-About the Mystery of Ordination-by St. Nikolai of Zicha
"And when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them" (Acts 6:6).
By laying their hands on the chosen faithful, the apostles consecrated bishops, priests and deacons.
It is apparent from this that the Christian Faith is not only a teaching, but also a power. It is not
only necessary to know but also to have power. It is not only necessary to be chosen by men but
you should be confirmed by God. If power were not necessary for the priestly vocation, neither
would the laying on of hands be necessary, but only the teaching from mouth to ear. The laying on
of hands, therefore, signifies the transferring of authority and bringing down power on the chosen
one. The power is in the Grace of God Who strengthens man, sanctifies and illumines him. Truly,
the Grace of God is that which teaches, leads, shepherds and through the Mysteries [Sacraments]
strengthens the flock of Christ. A priest is the vessel of this inexpressible, awesome and all
sufficient power of Grace. Blessed is that priest who understands what kind of precious treasury he
has become! Blessed is he if the fear of God does not leave him day and night until his last breathe!
There is no greater honor on earth, no greater responsibility than the calling of the priestly service.
By the laying on of hands by the bishop, the priest has come into contact with the heavenly and
eternal source of Grace and with the authority of the apostles. By that, the priest has become a
companion in Grace and co-celebrant with all the Orthodox priests from apostolic times until today
with the great hierarchs, with the countless number of saints, confessors, miracle-workers, ascetics
and martyrs. He is gently adorned by their dignity but he is burdened by their merits, their
examples and their reproaches. O my brethren, great and most great is the shepherd over Christ's
spiritual flock. He is responsible to pray to God for all and all the faithful are required to pray to
God for him. O Lord, Supreme Hierarch, sustain the Orthodox priests in strength, in wisdom, in
purity, in zeal, in meekness and in every apostolic virtue by the Grace of Your Holy Spirit. To You
be glory and thanks always. Amen.
We offer our prayers to our new priest Father Mikel Hill who is graduating this weekend.
May God Grant Him Many Years!! We pray for your safe travel and move to Ohio to be with our
parish! Blessings to your parents as well as Matushka Rachel, Anna, Sophy, Katya, and Cosette.

COMMEMORATION OF THE
FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCILSt. Nikolai of Zicha
The commemoration and praise of the
Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council is held on the Sunday before
Pentecost or on the Seventh Sunday
after Easter. This Council was held in
Nicaea in the year 325 A.D. during
the reign of the saintly Emperor
Constantine the Great. This Council
was convened to eliminate the
confusion which Arius, a priest of
Alexandria, had created by his false
teaching. Namely, he spread the
teaching that Christ was created in
time by God and that He is not the
pre-eternal Son of God, equal in
being [essence] with God the Father.
Three hundred and eighteen Holy
Fathers participated in this Council.
The Council condemned the teaching
of Arius and Arius, since he refused
to repent, was anathematized. The
Council finally confirmed the Symbol
of Faith [The Creed], which was later
augmented at the Second Ecumenical
Council [381 A.D.]. Many
distinguished saints were present at
the First Ecumenical Council
among whom the most notable was
St. Nicholas of Myra in Lycia.
The most important work of this
Council was the confirmation of the
Symbol of Faith [The Creed]. The
Council also established the time of
the celebration of the Feast of
the Resurrection of Christ [Pascha]
and issued twenty various canons.

Service and Clergy Schedule:
May 28 – Dn. James Gresh (Proliturgy)
Coffee Hour:
May 28 – Wally and Debby B.
June 4 – TBA
June 11 – TBA
Birthdays:
June 3 – Tom Baier
June 7 – Allison Krupko
June 17 – Joe Novak
June 23– Lana Baier
Anniversaries:
June 1 – Tom and Lana Baier
June 6 – TJ and Laura Cotterman
June 21 – Wally and Debbie Borojevich
Other Announcements:
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open June dates!!
Remember that fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth
and welcoming visitors.
PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donald Rininger
Joan
Slavco
Jake K.
Anthony Freude
Katia G.
For the Repose of the Souls of the departed
Servants:
+George Ralich (anniversary)
+John Oliver

