Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday May 7, 2017
Sunday of the Paralytic
Fourth Sunday of Pascha
Repose of St. Alexis Toth
Right Reverend Arch Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Reading of the Hours – 9:10 AM

Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a moment
to introduce yourself to the clergy and the people of
our parish. We hope that you will stay for coffee
hour and a brief adult Christian education
discussion after the service. Feel free to ask any
questions about our worship, the chapel, or
anything the Lord puts in your heart to ask. Again,
welcome! We invite all Baptized and Chrismated
members of the Orthodox Church to receive Holy
Communion. This assumes that all taking Holy
Communion have prepared with prayer, confession,
and fasting according to the discipline of your home
parish. If you are not taking Holy Communion
today, please accept a piece of blessed bread.
Although it is not Holy Communion it is a token of
our welcome and love! We long for the day when we
can all take Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings
*Next meeting May 17 at 6:30 PM
Parishioners are welcome!

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 3
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He
has trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us
from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world// great mercy.
Troparion of the Saint – Tone 4
O righteous Father Alexis, our heavenly intercessor and teacher, divine adornment of the
Church of Christ, entreat the Master of All to strengthen the Orthodox Faith in America, to grant
peace to the world// and to our souls great mercy!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
Troparion of Paralytic – Tone 3
By Your divine intercession, O Lord, as You raised up the Paralytic of old, so raise up my soul,
paralyzed by sins and thoughtless acts; so that being saved I may sing to You:// “Glory to Your
power, O compassionate Christ!”
Kontakion of Pascha - Tone 8
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal, You destroyed the power of death.
In victory You arose, O Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,//granting
peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 1
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on You!
V: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just!
Prokeimenon Tone 7 (St. Alexis)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall hope in Him.
Epistle Reading – Acts 9:32-42
Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down to the
saints who dwelt in Lydda. There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight
years and was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make
your bed.” Then he arose immediately. So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the
Lord. At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This woman was
full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. But it happened in those days that she became
sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. And since Lydda was near
Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not
to delay in coming to them. Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought
him to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments
which Dorcas had made while she was with them. But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and
prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw
Peter she sat up. Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints and
widows, he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed on the
Lord.

Epistle Reading – Gal. 1:11-19
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.
For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus
Christ. For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries
in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased
God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, to reveal His Son in
me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him
fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Tone 5
I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth
I will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.
v: For You have said: “Mercy will be established forever;
Your truth will be prepared in the heavens.”
V: Blessed is the man who fears the Lord,
who greatly delights in His commandments.

Gospel Reading – John 5:1-15
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five
porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of
the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.
Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there,
and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be
made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is
stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up
your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that
day was the Sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful
for you to carry your bed.” He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed
and walk.’” Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” But
the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that
place. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin
no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.” The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus
who had made him well.

Gospel Reading

– John 10:1-9 (Saint)

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the
things which He spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the
door of the sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear
them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

The Angel Cried
The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: ‘Rejoice, your Son is risen
from His three days in the tomb! With Himself He has raised all the dead.’” Rejoice, O ye people! Shine,
shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone on you! Exult now, and be glad, O Zion! Be
radiant, O pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!

Communion Hymn
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the Fountain of immortality!
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.
He shall not fear evil tidings.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

PRAYERS requested For The Health and Salvation
of:
Gloria
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy B.
Anthony B.
Donna Jovich
Donald Rininger
Tuck
Joan
Brena
Slavco

Service and Clergy Schedule:
May 7 – Fr. Basil Stoyka celebrating the St. Nikolai Slava
May 14 – Fr. Mikel Hill
May 21 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
May 28 – Dn. James Gresh (Proliturgy)

For the Repose of the Souls of
the departed Servants:
+John and Jenny Codrea
+John Maxwell
+John Oliver

About the testimony of reliable witnesses "But we have been
eyewitnesses of His mighty glory" (2 Peter 1:16).

Birthdays:
May 8 – Josef Gresh
May 10 – Lynette Baier
May 17 – Johnny Baier
May 20– Michelle Rajsich
May 20 – David Tillman
Anniversaries:
May 5 – Greg and Michelle Rajsich

Coffee Hour:
May 7 – Gresh family
May 14 – TBA
May 21 – TBA
May 28 – TBA
Other Announcements:
Choir Practice – Please note that choir practices will resume on
Tuesday May 9th at 7 pm. This is a change from our practice on
Monday. Please note this change. Thank you to all who have attended
practices in preparation of Holy Week and Pascha!
Coffee Hour!! – Please sign up for the open dates!! Remember that
fellowship and hospitality are vital to growth and welcoming visitors.

Homily
By St. Nikolai of Zicha

When the apostles speak about the glorious resurrection of the
Lord, they speak in plurality. For each one of them gives his
testimony and the testimony of other companions. Thus, the
Apostle Peter writes: "We do not follow cleverly devised myths
when we made known to you the power and the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty "
(2 Peter 1:16). Nathaniel did not want to believe only by hearing.
That is why the Apostle Philip invited Nathaniel to "Come and
see!" (St. John 1:46). Nathaniel came, saw and believed. So it was
with the other apostles, until they approached Christ, until they
heard, and until they saw, they did not want to believe. Cleverly
devised myths did not attract the apostles. Their healthy natural
thoughts sought visual facts and not myths. O my brethren, our
Faith is well established and proved. The trail of God is well
blazoned in the world. No one has need to doubt. Christ's
resurrection is well witnessed. No one need to despair. Doubt and
despair are two worms that are born of fly larva of sin. He who
does not sin, clearly sees the blazoned trail of God in the world
and clearly recognizes the resurrection of Christ. O resurrected
Lord, strengthen us by the power of Your Holy Spirit so that we
sin no more and that we do not become blinded to Your trail in
the world and to Your glorious resurrection. To You be glory and
thanks always. Amen.

