St. Nikolai Orthodox Mission of Alliance, as part of Orthodox Campus Fellowship at Mount Union
University, Dewald Chapel.
Very Reverend Father Joseph Cervo, Archpriest (AOCANA-retired)
Rev. Protodeacon James Gresh, Mission Administrator (Bulgarian Diocese OCA)
December 25, 2014: Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
(Strict Fast before Liturgy) Wednesday, December 24, 6 pm. Matins/Liturgy for the Nativity of Christ
(Christmas).
(There are no services Christmas morning).

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
HRISTOS SE NASTE! MARITI - L!

The First Antiphon
I will give thanks to You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will make all Your wonders known. (Ps.110/111:1a)
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
In the company of the upright, in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord. (Ps110/111:1b)
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
They are sought out according to His will. (Ps 110/111:2)
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Full of honor and majesty is His work, and His righteousness endures forever. (Ps 110/111:3)
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
The Second Antiphon
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.(Ps.111/112:1)
Refrain:
O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!
His descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. (Ps 111/112:2)
Refrain:
O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!
Glory and wealth are in His house, and His righteousness endures forever. (Ps 111/112:3)
Refrain:
O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!
Light rises in the darkness for the upright; the Lord is merciful, compassionate and righteous. (Ps 111/112:4)
Refrain:
O Son of God, born of the Virgin, save us who sing to You: Alleluia!
The Third Antiphon
The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand…” (Ps. 109/110:1a)
“…until I make Your enemies Your footstool!” (Ps 109/110:1b)

The Lord shall send You the scepter of power from Zion: “Rule in the midst of Your enemies!” (Ps 109/110:2)
Authority shall be with You on the day of Your power, in the splendor of Your saints. (Ps 109/110:3)
Tone 4
Troparion
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore You,
the Sun of righteousness, and to know You, the Orient from on high.//O Lord, glory to You!
Entrance Verse
“Out of the womb before the morning star have I begotten You.” The Lord has sworn and will not change His
mind: “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Ps. 109/110:3b-4)
Tone 4
Troparion
Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore You,
the Sun of righteousness, and to know You, the Orient from on high.// O Lord, glory to You!
Tone 3
Kontakion
Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One, and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One.
Angels with shepherds glorify Him; the Wise Men journey with the star,//
since for our sake the eternal God was born as a little Child!
(Instead of the Trisagion)
As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7
Tone 8
Prokeimenon
Let all the earth worship You and praise You! Let it praise Your Name, O Most High! (Ps 65/66:4)
v: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth! Sing of His Name! Give glory to His praise! (Ps 65/66:1-2)
Tone 1
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork. (Ps 18:1)
v: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declare knowledge. (Ps 18:2)
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Hymn to the Theotokos
Magnify, O my soul, the most-pure Virgin Theotokos,
more honorable and more glorious than the heavenly hosts.
I behold a strange, most glorious mystery: heaven—the cave;
the cherubic throne—the Virgin; the manger—the place where Christ lay—
the uncontainable God, Whom we magnify in song.
(or, the ninth heirmos of the second canon)
Out of fear, we should choose to love silence, for that is a safer course;
so difficult it is to lovingly compose intricately woven songs
to you, O Virgin. But grant us strength, O Mother, equal to our natural calling.
Communion Hymn
The Lord has sent redemption to His people. (Ps 110/111:9)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Nativity of our Lord 2014
Archpastoral Message of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon
I greet all of you with the joy of the most glorious Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ! As Saint Leo the Great reminds us in his sermon on the Nativity, “in adoring the birth of our Savior, we
find that we are celebrating the commencement of our own lives, for the birth of Christ is the source of life for
the Christian people, and the birthday of the Head is the birthday of the Body.”Christ is born! Glorify Him!
To the honorable Clergy, Venerable Monastics, and Pious Faithful of the Orthodox Church in America,
My Beloved Brethren and Blessed Children in the Lord,
Indeed, we rejoice and celebrate on this great day. Yet we must never fail to recall those for whom the earthly
sojourn seems to be anything but joyful—the lost and searching and seeking, the lonely and forgotten, the sick
and imprisoned and persecuted, the hungry and thirsty, and those who, like the Christ Child, “have no where to
lay their heads.” If the birth of Christ is the commencement and source of our lives, then it is not only our duty,
but our blessed honor, to share the light of the newborn Christ with those who sit “in the valley of the shadow of
death,” thereby revealing the love God so richly and unconditionally pours out on all who would accept it.
Our Lord proclaimed good news to the poor, gave sight to the blind, and healed every manner of
infirmity. How well we know the spiritual poverty and blindness and infirmity that fills our world today. And
how crucial it is to be continuously reminded that “with God, all things are possible,” (Mt 19:26) precisely
because “God is with us” (Mt 1:23) and calls us to become “partakers in His divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4) Even
our most seemingly insignificant expressions of love and compassion for “the least of the brethren” (Mt 25:40)
make the impossible, possible and the mundane as miraculous as the divine birth we celebrate today.
The angelic hosts called out to the simple shepherds: “Tarry not in the field, O ye that shepherd the nurslings of
the flocks! Cry aloud and sing praises, that Christ the Lord hath been born in Bethlehem!” Let us not tarry in
singing praises to our incarnate Lord, not only with our voices, but also with our unconditional acts of love and
kindness and compassion. Such is the fruit of the good news proclaimed over two thousand years ago. And
such is the very heart of our common ministry to incarnate Him in our hearts and our lives, and in the hearts and
lives of those whom He continually prepares to encounter Him.
Please be assured of my prayers for all of you, that Our Lord will not only equip us in our common ministry as
His Body, but bring our efforts to fruition. May the divine blessing that He so freely brings into the world
remain with all of us now and throughout the new year to come!
With love in the New-Born Christ,
+ Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS requested
For The Health and Salvation of:
Candi (friend of John and Lynette Baier)
Jim (Cousin of Fr. David)
George Borojevich (brother of Wally and Debby)
Mother Ana
Nanci Stradley (Pancreatic Cancer)
Dawn Shaheen
Patricia Kosivich, friend of and helper to Mother Ana
Father Joe Cervo
Doreen Wishnok (friend of the Krupko’s who is battling breast cancer)
George Ralich, (Dan’s father)
Katie (Granddaughter of Father Stevo Rocknage, St. Sava Church in McKeesport, who is battling a rare genetic disease)
Stefanie Waseman
Metodija Damljanovic (4 year old child who fell ill suddenly and grandson of Prota Vasko Sokolovic)
Roland Augspurger (friend of the Krupko’s who is battling cancer)
Jenny Codrea (friend of the Blebea’s)
Joe Novak
Jake Krupko
Kerri Baugher (friend of the Krupko’s who has cancer)
Fr. Basil Duesenberry
Despina Poulos (Mother of Steve Poulos)
For The Repose of the Souls of:
+Wendy (friend of Lana Baier)
+Father Djuro Majerle
+Max
DONATIONS:
Please note, any special donations will be added directly to our building fund unless otherwise specified by the
donor. God bless all who have generously donated to and support our mission.
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