Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday November 20, 2016
The 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 5 (9th of Luke)
Forefeast of the Entrance of the
Theotokos into the Temple
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a
moment to introduce yourself to the clergy and
the people of our parish. We hope that you will
stay for coffee hour and a brief adult Christian
education discussion after the service. Feel free to
ask any questions about our worship, the chapel,
or anything the Lord puts in your heart to
ask. Again, welcome! We invite all Baptized and
Chrismated members of the Orthodox Church to
receive Holy Communion. This assumes that all
taking Holy Communion have prepared
with prayer, confession, and fasting according to
the discipline of your home parish. If you are not
taking Holy Communion today please accept a
piece of blessed bread. Although it is not Holy
Communion it is a token of our welcome and
love! We long for the day when we can all take
Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month, 7 PM
Parishioners are welcome!
Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 5
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for
our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death,
and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection.
Troparion of the Entrance –Tone 4
Today Anna bequeaths joy to all instead of sorrow, by bringing forth her fruit, the only ever-Virgin. In
fulfillment of her vow, today with joy she brings to the temple of the Lord// the true temple and
pure Mother of God the Word.
Troparion of St. Nikolai -Tone 4
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of
abstinence; your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. O Hierarch Father Nikolai, entreat
Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Theotokos-Tone 6
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, Constant Advocate before the Creator; despise not the entreating
cries of us sinners, but in your goodness come speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to
intercede for us, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you!

We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 5
You, O Lord, shall protect us and preserve us from this generation forever.
v: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!
Epistle Reading – Galatians (6:11-18)
See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! As many as desire to make
a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those who are circumcised keep the
law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid
that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anything, but a new creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and
mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me, for I
bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.
Tone 5
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth from
generation to generation.
V: For You have said: “Mercy will be established forever; My truth will be prepared in the
heavens.”
Gospel Reading-Luke 12:16-21
Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to
store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and
there I will store all my crops and my goods. ’And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ‘But God said to him,
‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you
have provided?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
(“It is truly meet…” Resurrectional Theotokion)
Tone 8
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure,
and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
without defilement you gave birth to God, the Word: true Theotokos we magnify you.

Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple

November 21

When the most holy Virgin Mary had reached the age of three, her parents, holy Joachim
and Anna, took her from Nazareth to Jerusalem, to give her to the service of God in
fulfillment of their promise. It was three days journey to Jerusalem, but, going as they
were on God's work, they did not find the journey difficult. Many of Joachim and Anna's
kinsmen gathered to take part in this celebration, in which the invisible angels of God also
took part. Maidens went ahead with lighted candles in their hands, followed by the most
holy Virgin, led on either side by her father and mother. The Virgin was clad in royal and
beautiful garments, like those of the 'king's daughter', the Bride of God (Ps. 44:9,10).
Behind them walked many of their kinsfolk and friends, all bearing lighted candles. There
were fifteen steps leading to the Temple. Her parents stood the Virgin on the first step,
and she ran quickly to the top on her own, where the High Priest, Zacharias, the father of
St John the Forerunner, met her and, taking her by the hand, led her not only into the
Temple but into the Holy of Holies, the holiest place of all, into which none could enter
except the High Priest, and that once a year. St Theophylact of Ochrid says that Zacharias
was ,out of himself, and moved by God' when he led the Virgin into the chief place in the
Temple, beyond the second curtain - otherwise there could be no explanation of his
action. Her parents then offered sacrifices to God, according to the Law, received the
priest's blessing and returned home, leaving the most holy Virgin in the Temple. She
dwelt in the Temple for nine whole years. While her parents were alive, they visited her
often. When they departed this life, the holy Virgin was left an orphan, and longed to
remain in the Temple for the rest of her days, without entering into marriage. This being
contrary both to the Law and Israelite custom, she was confided at the age of twelve to St
Joseph, a kinsman of hers in Nazareth, so that she might, under the protection of betrothal,
live in virginity and thus fulfill both her desire and the demands of the Law, for it was
unknown in Israel at that time for a girl to vow perpetual virginity. The holy Virgin Mary
was the first to do this, and was later followed by thousand upon thousand of virgin men
and women in the Church of Christ.

“Why We Fast Before Christmas” by Vincent Gabriel, Ancient Faith Blog-11/14/14 (excerpts)
The Nativity fast dates to the year 1166 and a synod at Constantinople, where our fathers
inaugurated a forty-day period of fasting and preparation before the annual celebration of
Christ’s Incarnation. This period of forty days is analogous to the forty days that Moses fasted
before receiving the commandments from God.
As individuals, we can honor the fast, spend more time in prayer, and make a conscious effort
to love our neighbors as ourselves, dedicating this season to be a time for true, spiritual
growth. Rather than approaching this Nativity season with anxiety and distress, dedicate
yourself to the true spirit of the season and the greater purpose that lies within: the salvation
and healing of the world through the Incarnation of Jesus Christ.

PRAYERS requested:
For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Anthony B.
Olympia, the Tillman Family
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family,Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Walentik Family, Emil
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Corbin and Georgie
Dan K.
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Sandy B.
George (Bobo)

For The Repose of the Souls of the
newly departed Servants:

Clergy Schedule:
November 13 – Dn. James (Pro-liturgy)
November 20 – Fr. Esteban/Dn. Hill for
the morning Liturgy at 9:30 am

Coffee Hour:
November 6 – Dan Ralich / Jaga / Tom K
November 13 – Gresh Family
November 20 (fast) – Ralich
**Slide show of Georgie and
Corbin’s pilgrimage**
November 27 (fast) – Borojevich

November 27 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
******************************
December 4 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
December 10/11 – Fr. Steven Frase
December 10 – Baptism @ 2pm for
Joshua Tillman (David’s
grandchild)
December 18 – TBD/Dn. Mikel Hill
December 25 – Fr. Basil (possibility)
******************************
January 28 – Ordination to the
Priesthood for Dn. Mikel Hill
January 29 – First Liturgy served by
Father Mikel Hill

+Daisy V.
+Paul
+Richard
+David
+Mark
+Wallace
+Berta
+Mildred

November Birthdays
November 3 – Liz Goodrich
November 4 – Wally Borojevich,
Matt Catania, and Cathy Krupko
November 6 – Dan Ralich
November 10 – Helen Blebea
November 21 – Tom Krupko
November Anniversaries
November 18 – Josh and Kate White

