Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
9837 State Street, Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday November 27, 2016
The 22st Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 6-10th of Luke)
Forefeast of the Nativity
Saint James the Persian
Right Reverend Bishop Alexander (Golitzin)
Bishop of Dallas, the South,
and the Bulgarian Diocese
Reverend Protodeacon James Gresh,
Mission Administrator

Saturday Vespers – 5:00 PM
Sunday Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM
Book study/Christian Education following
Vespers on Saturday – All are welcome!

Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai Orthodox
Church welcomes you today! Please take a
moment to introduce yourself to the clergy and
the people of our parish. We hope that you will
stay for coffee hour and a brief adult Christian
education discussion after the service. Feel free to
ask any questions about our worship, the chapel,
or anything the Lord puts in your heart to
ask. Again, welcome! We invite all Baptized and
Chrismated members of the Orthodox Church to
receive Holy Communion. This assumes that all
taking Holy Communion have prepared
with prayer, confession, and fasting according to
the discipline of your home parish. If you are not
taking Holy Communion today please accept a
piece of blessed bread. Although it is not Holy
Communion it is a token of our welcome and
love! We long for the day when we can all take
Holy Communion together!

Parish Council Meetings:
2nd Wednesday of every month, 7 PM
Parishioners are welcome!
Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 6
The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary stood by Your grave,
seeking Your most pure body. You took hell captive, not being tempted by it. You came to the Virgin,
granting life.// O Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You.
Troparion of St. James the Persian – Tone 4
Long-suffering James, you astounded all by enduring horrible tortures with great patience. As the evil
assembly performed the slaughter, you uttered prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord. Through your
sufferings you received your crown, and came to the throne of the heavenly King, Christ God. Entreat
Him to save our souls!
Troparion of St. Nikolai - Tone 4
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of
abstinence; your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. O Hierarch Father Nikolai, entreat
Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Pre-feast of Nativity - Tone 3
Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to the Eternal Word. Hear the glad tidings and
rejoice, O universe! Glorify with the angels and shepherds the Eternal God, who is willing to appear
as a little child!
We encourage you to check out our website and to like us on Facebook for updates and information!
Website: www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/SaintNikolaiOrthodoxMissionOfAlliance/

Prokeimenon Tone 6
O Lord, save Your people, and bless Your inheritance!
v: To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!
Epistle Reading – Ephesians (2:4-10)
Brethren, God, Who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He loved us, even when
we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is
not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast. For,
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Tone 6
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
V: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the heavenly God.
V: He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I trust.”
Gospel Reading-Luke 13:10-17
Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman
who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise
herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are
loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made
straight, and glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men
ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” The Lord
then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox
or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound – think of it – for eighteen years, be loosed from
this bond on the Sabbath? And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to
shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
(“It is truly meet…” Resurrectional Theotokion)
Tone 8
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure,
and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim,
and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
without defilement you gave birth to God, the Word: true Theotokos we magnify you.

Saint James the Persian
November 27
When born in the Persian town of Elapa, or Vilat, of Christian parents, he was brought up in the
Christian faith and married a Christian wife. The Persian king, Yezdegeherd, loved James for
his gifts and for his skill, and made him a noble at his court. Flattered by the king, James was
deluded and offered sacrifice to idols, which the king also worshipped. His mother and wife,
hearing of this, wrote him a reproachful letter in which they grieved over him as an apostate and
one spiritually dead, begging him at the end of the letter to repent and return to Christ. Moved
by this letter, James repented bitterly, and courageously confessed his faith in Christ the Lord
before the king. The furious king condemned him to death, and added that his body was to be
cut to pieces, little by little, until he breathed his last. The executioners fulfilled this command
of the accursed king to the letter, and first cut off James's fingers, then his toes, his legs and
arms, his shoulders and finally his head. During the entire process, the repentant martyr gave
thanks to God. A fragrance came from his wounds as of cypress. Thus this wonderful man
repented of his sin, and his soul went to Christ his God in the heavenly Kingdom. He suffered
in about 400. His head is to be found in Rome, and a part of his relics in Portugal, where he is
commemorated on May 22nd.

Why We Fast Before Christmas
Vincent Gabriel
Ancient Faith Blog (11/14/14)
The Nativity fast dates to the year 1166 and a synod at Constantinople, where our fathers
inaugurated a forty-day period of fasting and preparation before the annual celebration of
Christ’s Incarnation. This period of forty days is analogous to the forty days that Moses fasted
before receiving the commandments from God. As individuals, we can honor the fast, spend
more time in prayer, and make a conscious effort to love our neighbors as ourselves, dedicating
this season to be a time for true, spiritual growth. Rather than approaching this Nativity season
with anxiety and distress, dedicate yourself to the true spirit of the season and the greater
purpose that lies within: the salvation and healing of the world through the Incarnation of Jesus
Christ.

PRAYERS requested:
For The Health and Salvation of:
Gloria
Anthony B.
Olympia, the Tillman Family
Helen, Carl, Lisa, Kitty
Cervo Family, Gregory, & Ann
Harper
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh
Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael, and Family.
Pres. Zoe, Maria, Angelique
Kelli
Walentik Family, Emil
Liz, Carla Michalik
Max and the Turcola family
Corbin and Georgie
Dan K.
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Sandy B.
George (Bobo)

For The Repose of the Souls of the
newly departed Servants:

Clergy Schedule:
November 27 – Fr. Matthew Joyner
******************************
December 4 – Fr. Basil Stoyka
December 10/11 – Fr. Steven Frase
December 10 – Baptism postponed to a
later date.
December 18 – Fr. Joyner / Dn. Mikel
Hill
December 24/25 – Fr. Matthew Joyner
******************************
January 28 – Ordination to the
Priesthood for Dn. Mikel Hill
January 29 – First Liturgy served by
Father Mikel Hill

Coffee Hour:
November 27 (fast) – Borojevich
December 4 (fast) – TBA
December 11 (fast) – TBA
December 18 (fast) – TBA
December 25 – TBA
January 1 – TBA

+Daisy V.
+Paul
+Richard
+David
+Mark
+Wallace
+Berta
+Mildred

November Birthdays
December 11 – Tam Rininger, TJ
Cotterman
December 20 – Camryn Catania
December 25 – Jaga Radosevic
December 28 – Kate White
December 30 – Helen Baier
November Anniversaries
December 29 – Matt and Amy Catania
December 31 – Jake and Kaci Krupko

