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November 30, 2014: 25th Sunday After Pentecost / Apostle Andrew
Tone 8 Troparion (Resurrection)
You descended from on high, O Merciful One!
You accepted the three day burial to free us from our sufferings!//
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to You!
Tone 4 Troparion (Apostle Andrew)
Andrew, first-called of the Apostles,
and brother of the foremost disciple,
entreat the Master of all
to grant peace to the world,//
and to our souls great mercy!
Tone 4 Troparion (St. Nikolai)
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence; your humility
exalted you; your poverty enriched you. Hierarch Father Nikolai, entreat Christ our God that our souls may be saved!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Resurrection)
By rising from the tomb, You raised the dead and resurrected Adam.
Eve exults in Your Resurrection,
and the world celebrates Your rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful
One!
Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostle Andrew)
Let us praise Andrew, the herald of God,
the namesake of courage,
the first-called of the Savior’s disciples
and the brother of Peter!
As he once called to his brother,
he now cries out to us://
“Come, for we have found the One Whom the world desires!”
Tone 8 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God!
v: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.
Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-6

Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!
v: Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
Communion Hymns
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the universe! Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Apostle Andrew, the Holy and All-Praised First-Called

Troparion & Kontakion
The Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called was the first of the Apostles to follow Christ, and he later brought
his own brother, the holy Apostle Peter, to Christ (John 1:35-42). The future apostle was from Bethsaida, and
from his youth he turned with all his soul to God. He did not enter into marriage, and he worked with his
brother as a fisherman. When the holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John began to preach, St Andrew
became his closest disciple. St John the Baptist himself sent to Christ his own two disciples, the future Apostles
Andrew and John the Theologian, declaring Christ to be the Lamb of God.
After the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, St Andrew went to the Eastern lands preaching the
Word of God. He went through Asia Minor, Thrace, Macedonia, he reached the River Danube, went along the
coast of the Black Sea, through Crimea, the Black Sea region and along the River Dniepr he climbed to the
place where the city of Kiev now stands.
He stopped overnight on the hills of Kiev. Rising in the morning, he said to those disciples that were with him:
“See these hills? Upon these hills shall shine forth the beneficence of God, and there will be a great city here,
and God shall raise up many churches.” The apostle went up around the hills, blessed them and set up a cross.
Having prayed, he went up even further along the Dniepr and reached a settlement of the Slavs, where
Novgorod was built. From here the apostle went through the land of the Varangians towards Rome for
preaching, and again he returned to Thrace, where in the small village of Byzantium, the future Constantinople,
he founded the Church of Christ. The name of the holy Apostle Andrew links the mother, the Church of
Constantinople, with her daughter, the Russian Church.

On his journeys the First-Called Apostle endured many sufferings and torments from pagans: they cast him out
of their cities and they beat him. In Sinope they pelted him with stones, but remaining unharmed, the persistant
disciple of Christ continued to preach to people about the Savior. Through the prayers of the Apostle, the Lord
worked miracles. By the labors of the holy Apostle Andrew, Christian Churches were established, for which he
provided bishops and clergy. The final city to which the Apostle came was the city of Patra, where he was
destined to suffer martyrdom.
The Lord worked many miracles through His disciple in Patra. The infirm were made whole, and the blind
received their sight. Through the prayers of the Apostle, the illustrious citizen Sosios recovered from serious
illness; he healed Maximilla, wife of the governor of Patra, and his brother Stratokles. The miracles
accomplished by the Apostle and his fiery speech enlightened almost all the citizens of the city of Patra with the
true Faith.
Few pagans remained at Patra, but among them was the prefect of the city, Aegeatos. The Apostle Andrew
repeatedly turned to him with the words of the Gospel. But even the miracles of the Apostle did not convince
Aegeatos. The holy Apostle with love and humility appealed to his soul, striving to reveal to him the Christian
mystery of life eternal, through the wonderworking power of the Holy Cross of the Lord. The angry Aegeatos
gave orders to crucify the apostle. The pagan thought he might undo St Andrew’s preaching if he were to put
him to death on the cross.
St Andrew the First-Called accepted the decision of the prefect with joy and with prayer to the Lord, and went
willingly to the place of execution. In order to prolong the suffering of the saint, Aegeatos gave orders not to
nail the saint’s hands and feet, but to tie them to the cross. For two days the apostle taught the citizens who
gathered about. The people, in listening to him, with all their souls pitied him and tried to take St Andrew down
from the cross. Fearing a riot of the people, Aegeatos gave orders to stop the execution. But the holy apostle
began to pray that the Lord would grant him death on the cross. Just as the soldiers tried to take hold of the
Apostle Andrew, they lost control of their hands. The crucified apostle, having given glory to God, said: “Lord
Jesus Christ, receive my spirit.” Then a blazing ray of divine light illumined the cross and the martyr crucified
upon it. When the light faded, the holy Apostle Andrew had already given up his holy soul to the Lord.
Maximilla, the wife of the prefect, had the body of the saint taken down from the cross, and buried him with
honor.
A few centuries later, under the emperor Constantine the Great, the relics of the holy Apostle Andrew were
solemnly transferred to Constantinople and placed in the church of the Holy Apostles beside the relics of the
holy Evangelist Luke and St Paul’s disciple St Timothy.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ST. NICHOLAS FEAST VESPERAL LITURGY
Friday, December 5 at 6:30 pm. St. George Antiochian Church, 1118 Cherry Ave. Canton

ANNUAL MEETING:
Our annual meeting will be held Sunday, December 7, 2014 immediately following Divine Liturgy.
PRAYERS requested
For The Health and Salvation of:
Candi (friend of John and Lynette Baier)
Jim (Cousin of Fr. David)
George Borojevich (brother of Wally and Debby)
Mother Ana
Nanci Stradley (Pancreatic Cancer)

Dawn Shaheen
Sharon Budd (Teacher from Perry, injured when rock thrown from overpass)
Patricia Kosivich, friend of and helper to Mother Ana
Father Joe Cervo
Doreen Wishnok (friend of the Krupko’s who is battling breast cancer)
George Ralich, (Dan’s father)
Katie (Granddaughter of Father Stevo Rocknage, St. Sava Church in McKeesport, who is battling a rare genetic disease)
Stefanie Waseman
Metodija Damljanovic (4 year old child who fell ill suddenly and grandson of Prota Vasko Sokolovic)
Roland Augspurger (friend of the Krupko’s who is battling cancer)

For The Repose of the Souls of:
+Stancy Bakich Popichak (Mother of Father Robert Popichak of Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA)
+Rudy Jovanov (friend of the Krupko Family)
+Wendy (friend of Lana Baier)
+Father Djuro Majerle
+Max
COFFEE HOUR:
December 7
December 14 December 21 December 24 December 28 -

Larry and Deanna Dordea
Corbin and Georgie Washington
The Krupko and Catania Families
Father Joe and Linda Cervo
The Novak Family

Please see Cathy or Tom Baier if you would like to sign up for Coffee Hour. We will be getting ready for sign ups for 2015
Coffee Hours. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE HOSTED COFFEE HOUR!!!!

DONATIONS:
Please note, any special donations will be added directly to our building fund unless otherwise specified by the donor. God
bless all who have generously donated to and support our mission.
BUILDING PROJECT:
We are finalizing plans to begin phase one construction of our mission building project. If you have not made a commitment
and would like to, please discuss this with either Father Joe or Deacon James by email or phone and/or by making your check
payable to St. Nikolai Orthodox Mission of Alliance. May God Bless all donors for their support of our Mission and purpose in
celebrating Orthodoxy.
CHOIR PRACTICES:
Choir Practice will be held at the Gresh Home on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Please join us.
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES:
Amy and Matthew Catania – 29th
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS:
T. J. Cotterman - 11th
Tammy Rininger – 11th
J. P. Cervo – 17th
Camryn Cantania – 20th
Jaga Radosevic – 25th
Kate White – 28th
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