Saint Nikolai Orthodox Church
Temporarily at 8277 N Nickel Plate St., Louisville, Ohio 44641

Sunday October 1st

17th Sunday after Holy Pentecost (Tone 8)

His Eminence, Archbishop ALEXANDER
Archbishop of Toledo and the Bulgarian Diocese
Rev. Mikel Hill, Acting Rector
fr.mikel.hill@gmail.com or 570-470-0447
Protodeacon James Gresh, Attached

Upcoming Services:
Sat., Sept. 30 – Union UMC – Vespers, 6pm
Sun., Oct. 1 – St. Mary’s – Liturgy, 11am
Wed., Oct. 4 –Baier’s – Bible Study, 6pm
Sat. Oct. 7 – Union UMC – Vespers, 5pm
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Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai
O rthodox Church welcom es you today! Please
take a m om ent to introduce yourself to the
clergy and the people of our parish. W e hope
that you can stay for coffee hour after the
service.
Please note that we invite all Baptized
members of the Orthodox Church to receive
H oly Communion, provided that they have
refrained from food and drink since midnight,
and prepared themselves through prayer and
recent confession.
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Please visit our website:
www.stnikolaiorthodoxchurch.org
Or Like us on FaceBook

If you are joining us today but have not been
baptized in the Orthodox Church we welcome
you but kindly ask you to refrain from
approaching for H oly Communion. Please feel
free to approach to kiss the cross at the end of
the service and to take a piece of blessed
bread as a token of our love. W e pray that
soon all people would find their true home in
the O rthodox Church so that we m ight,
together, share in H oly Com m union of
Christ’s undivided Body.

Resurrectional Troparion – Tone 8
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One!/ Thou didst accept the three day burial to free us
from our sufferings!// O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!
Troparion for the Protection – Tone 4
Today the faithful celebrate the feast with joy,/ illumined by thy coming, O Mother of God/ Beholding
thy pure image, we fervently cry to thee:/ “Encompass us beneath the precious veil of thy protection;/
deliver us from every form of evil/ by entreating Christ, thy Son and our God,// that He may save our
souls.”
Troparion for Saint Romanus the Melodist – Tone 4
Thou didst gladden Christ’s Church by thy melodies/ like an inspired heavenly trumpet./ Thou wast
enlightened by the Mother of God/ and didst shine on the world as God’s poet.// We lovingly honor
thee, O righteous Romanus.

Kontakion for the Resurrection – Tone 8
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrected Adam./ Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,// and
the world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Glory . . .
Kontakion for Saint Romanus – Tone 8
Thou wast adorned from childhood with the godly virtues of the Spirit;/ thou wast a precious adornment of the
Church of Christ, all-wise Romanus,/ for thou didst make it lovely with beautiful hymnody./ Therefore we entreat
thee, grant thy divine gift to those who desire it,/ that we may cry out to thee: “Rejoice, all-blessed Father, beauty
of the Church!”

Now and Ever . . .
Kontakion for the Protection – Tone 3
Today the Virgin stands in the midst of the Church,/ and with choirs of saints she invisibly prays to God for us./
Angels and bishops worship,/ Apostles and Prophets rejoice together,// since for our sake she prays to the preeternal God.
Prokeimenon of the Resurrection – Tone 8
Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God!
v: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.
Prokeimenon of the Theotokos - Tone 3
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
The Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (6:16-7:1)
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Therefore
“Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive
you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” Therefore,
having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.
Hebrews 9:1-7 (Protection)
Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. For a
tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called
the sanctuary; and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, which had
the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that
had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of glory
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. Now when these things had been
thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services. But into the
second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the
people’s sins committed in ignorance;

The Alleluia - Tone 8
v :Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!

v :Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!
v. Hear, O daughter, and see, and incline your ear!
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke (6:31-36)
And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. But if you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is
merciful.
Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (Protection)
Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed
Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha
was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you
are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which
will not be taken away from her.” And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the
crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!”
But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
The Sunday Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
The Communion Hymn for Покрòв
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

On the Holy Protection of the Theotokos (Покров) – October 1st
The Church has always glorified the most holy Mother of God as the Protectress and Defender of the Christian
people, entreating, by her intercession, God's loving-kindness towards us sinners. The Mother of God's aid has
been clearly shown times without number, both to individuals and to peoples, both in peace and in war, both in
monastic deserts and in crowded cities. The event that the Church commemorates and celebrates today proves
this constant protection of the Christian people by the Mother of God. On October 1st, 911, in the time of the
Emperor Leo the Wise (or the Philosopher), there was an all-night vigil at the Blachemae church of the Mother of
God in Constantinople. The church was crowded. St Andrew the Fool for Christ was standing at the back of the
church with his disciple Epiphanius. At four o'clock in the morning, the most holy Mother of God appeared
above the people with a veil spread over her outstretched hands, as though to protect them with this covering. She
was clad in gold-encrusted purple and shone with an unspeakable radiance, surrounded by apostles, saints,
martyrs and virgins. Seeing this vision, St Andrew gestured towards it and asked Epiphanius: 'Do you see how the
Queen and Lady of all is praying for the whole world?' Epiphanius replied: 'Yes, Father; I see it and stand in
dread.' As a result, this commemoration
was instituted to remind us both of this
event and of the Mother of God's
constant protection whenever we
prayerfully seek that protection, that
shelter, in distress.

On Saint Romanos the Melodist

Born in the Syrian town of Emesa, he
served as a verger first in Beirut and then
in Constantinople at the cathedral, in the
time of Patriarch Euphemius (490-96).
Illiterate and with no musical training, he
was despised by certain educated clergy.
St Romanus prayed weeping to the
Mother of God, and she appeared to
him in a dream, held a piece of paper
out to him and told him to swallow it.
The following day was Christmas Day,
and Romanus went up to the ambo and,
with an angelic voice, sang: 'Today the
Virgin which has come down to us as the
Kontakion of the Feast. All marvelled at
the words of the hymn and at the singer's
voice. Receiving thus the gift of song
from the Mother of God, Romanus
composed more than a thousand
kontakia. He died as a deacon of the
Great Church in Constantinople in 530,
and went to join the angelic choir.

From the Prologue, compiled by St.
Nikolai of Zicha and South Canaan

An Icon of the Holy Protection with Saint Romanos

Reflections of St. Nikolai on this day
The Most Holy Theotokos has often appeared to
holy men in need: sometimes to encourage them in
asceticism, or to heal them from sickness, or to
reveal a certain mystery to them. Two similar,
wonderful events took place in the Great Lavra of
the Holy Mountain. In Great Lent, during the
chanting of the Great Akathist, St John
Koukouzelis was tired and sat down, facing the
icon of the Theotokos. As he sat, he fell asleep.
Just then, the Panagia appeared to him in heavenly
light and said, “Rejoice, O John! Chant and do not
stop chanting, and for this I will not abandon you.”
With this, she placed a gold coin in John’s hand.
When he awoke from sleep, the gold coin was still
in his hand. After this, many wonderful miracles
were worked from the icon of the Theotokos in the
Great Lavra, as well as from the gold coin.
The second incident involved St. Gregory
the monk, who, like John, was a church cantor.
Patriarch Kallistos had established that in the
Liturgy of St. Basil, “All Creation Rejoices in
Thee” be sung in place of Axion Estin (It Is Truly
Meet). His successor, Patriarch Philotheus,
rescinded this, reinstating the Axion Estin because
of its brevity. But then, on the eve of the
Theophany, and in the presence of Patriarch
Gregory of Alexandria, St. Gregory sang “All
Creation Rejoices in Thee” instead. Immediately
after this, the Panagia appeared to him, and, as she
had done to St. John Koukouzalis, placed a gold
coin in his hand. She said, I am very grateful for
your singing in my honor.” Because of this, it was
instituted that all Liturgies of St. Basil would
thereafter include “All Creation Rejoices.”
From the Prologue, compiled by St. Nikolai.

Special Announcements:
Bible Study next Wednesday (Oct. 4th) will be
followed by a short choir musicianship review
and rehearsal. We hope to hold this activity
weekly when not interfering with our monthly
council meeting
Our Community will be gathering at Papa
Gyro’s on State St. in Alliance at 6pm on
October 6th for food and fellowship. This will
also be a monthly event.
The Community of St. Nikolai will hold a
Benefit Sale on October 7th, at the Hartville
Flea Market from 7am-2pm. We need help
collecting items, transportation, sales, etc.
Please see Georgie Washington or Cathy
Krupko to see how you can help.
Please mark your calendars for October 15th.
We will join our bishop, His Eminence
ALEXANDER, at St. Elias’ in Akron for
Divine Liturgy and an opportunity to seek his
council regarding our community.
Today we are especially praying for
the Health and Salvation of:
Richard R.
Fr. Joseph
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
The Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael
Kelli
Liz and Carla
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy
Anthony
Joan
Slavco
Anthony
Thomas
Mat. Rebecca
Thomas
Marsha
Jackie
Dorothy
Matthew C.
For The Departed Soul of:
+Daniel

