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Welcome!
The entire parish family of St. Nikolai
O rthodox Church welcom es you today! Please
take a m om ent to introduce yourself to the
clergy and the people of our parish. W e hope
that you can stay for coffee hour after the
service.
Please note that we invite all Baptized
members of the Orthodox Church to receive
H oly Communion, provided that they have
refrained from food and drink since m idnight,
and prepared themselves through prayer and
recent confession.
If you are joining us today but have not been
baptized in the Orthodox Church we welcome
you but kindly ask you to refrain from
approaching for H oly Communion. Please feel
free to approach to kiss the cross at the end of
the service and to take a piece of blessed
bread as a token of our love. W e pray that
soon all people would find their true home in
the O rthodox Church so that we m ight,
together, share in H oly Com m union of
Christ’s undivided Body.

The Troparion of the Resurrection – Tone 4
When the women Disciples of the Lordlearned from the Angel the joyous message of the
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the Apostles: “Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”
Troparion for the Hieromartyr Anthimius – Tone 4
By sharing in the ways of the Apostles, you became a successor to their throne. Through the practice of
virtue, you found the way to divine contemplation, O inspired one of God; by teaching the word of
truth without error, you defended the Faith, even to the shedding of your blood. // Hieromartyr
Ánthimus, entreat Christ God to save our souls.
Kontakion of the Resurrection – Tone 4
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from their chains.
He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master,// He has risen on the third day!

Glory . . .
Kontakion for the Hieromartyr Anthimus- Tone 4
Living hon’rably as a priest, you completed the course of martyrdom; you extinguished the worship of idols and
became a champion of your flock, O divinely wise one. Therefore, we honor you, mystically crying out: “Through
your prayers deliver us from calamity, ever-memorable Anthimus.”
Now and Ever . . . Steadfast Protectress . . .

The Prokeimenon of the Resurrection – Tone 4
O Lord, how manifold are Your works; in wisdom have You made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, You are very great!
The Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (16:13-24)
Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that you do be done with love. I urge you, brethren –
you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to
the ministry of the saints – that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us. I am glad
about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they supplied. For
they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila
and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the brethren greet you. Greet
one another with a holy kiss. The salutation with my own hand – Paul’s. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus
Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you
all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
The Alleluia - Tone 4
v: Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth!
v: For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew (21:33-42)
Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a
winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintagetime drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took
his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they
did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the
vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his
inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men
miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the
chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
The Sunday Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Priest-Martyr Anthimus (+309 A.D.)
Born in Nicomedia, he was brought up from childhood as a true Christian. 'His body was mortified, his spirit
humble; jealousy was uprooted, anger tamed, sloth banished. ... he had love for all and was at peace with all, had a
good understanding with all, was filled with zeal for the glory of God and was open to all.' It is not surprising that a
man of such virtues was made a bishop. St Anthimus worked as a bishop in Nicomedia at the time of a harsh
persecution of Christians under the two wicked Emperors Diocletian and Maximian. Streams of Christian blood
were spilled, especially in Nicomedia. One year, on the feast of the Nativity of Christ, twenty thousand martyrs
were burned in one church (see Dec. 28th). This happened during Anthimus's episcopate. The persecution did
not end with this, but continued, and many Christians were thrown into prison and kept there for torture and
death. St Anthimus withdrew to a village, Omana, not to escape death but to be able thence to strengthen his flock
in the path of martyrdom, that none should draw back through fear. One of his letters to the Christians in prison
was seized and taken to the Emperor Maximian. The Emperor sent twenty soldiers to find Anthimus and take
him. The grey-bearded old man, discerning this, went out to meet the soldiers, brought them into his house as his
guests and only then revealed that he was Anthimus. The soldiers, amazed at his kindness, urged him to hide, and
said that they would tell the Emperor that they had been unable to find him, but Anthimus replied that he dared
not allow God's Law to be violated by a lie in order to save his life. So he set out with the soldiers. On the way, all
the soldiers came to faith in Christ and were baptised by Anthimus. Brought before the Emperor, Anthimus was
submitted to harsh and long-drawn-out torture, and was finally beheaded with an axe. He glorified God and
entered into rest in the Lord at the beginning of the fourth century.

From the Prologue, compiled by St. Nikolai of Zicha and South Canaan
On Fear and the Watchful Soul
“When I see such things, I do not give up an even firmer hope, as I consider the Pilot governing everything, who
prevails over storms, who calms the raging gale, not through skill and artfulness, but with a single nod. It is not at
their beginning—not immediately, when they first arise—that He customarily obliterates evils, but when they
increase, when they come to their fullest point (telos), when most men fall into despair, then He does wonderous
things beyond all expectation, demonstrating His own power, and training the patience of those who have fallen.”
“Therefore, do not be cast down, I beseech you. For there is only one thing to fear, only one real temptation, and
that is sin. This is the refrain that I keep chanting to you ceaselessly. For everything else is ultimately a fable—
whether you speak of plots, or enmities, or deceptions, or slanders, or abuses, or accusations, or confiscations, or
banishments, or sharpened swords, or high seas, or war engulfing the entire world. Whichever of these you point
to, they are transitory and perishable, and they only affect mortal bodies; they cannot in any way injure the
watchful soul.”
From St. John Chrysostom’s Seventh Letter to the Nun Olympia

St. Nikolai’s reflection for today:
The great saints, who prescribed obedience
as the condition for salvation, also fulfilled
the act of obedience to perfection. When
St. Simeon the Stylite chose the pillar for
his ascesis, it struck the other ascetics as
some kind of novelty. Because they did not
know if this form of asceticism was of the
Spirit of God or of the spirit of pride, the
desert fathers send spiritual en to determine
the answer. The monks were to command
Simeon in their name to come down from
the pillar. If he did not want to come down,
it would have meant that his elevation on
the pillar was from the spirit of pride.
When those sent arrived and told Simeon
that the council of the holy fathers of the
desert commanded him to descend from the
pillar, Simeon immediately began to climb
down the ladder. Seeing his obedience,
they cried out to him rejoicing: “Do not
come down, holy father, but remain where
you are. We see now that your asceticism
is of God.

Special Announcements:
Our community mourns the destruction on our
beautiful temple on August 27th. However, we
put our trust in our merciful God that what was
meant for evil can be transformed into good.
As we seek healing as a community, we will be
gathering to celebrate the Divine Liturgy at
Sacred Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church.
Hours will start at 10:40, with Liturgy beginning
at 11am. The address is: 8277 N. Nickelplate St. ,
Louisville OH. Our deep gratitude to Fr.
Nicholas and the parish of St. Mary’s for their
kind generosity.
We hope to resume holding Saturday Vespers
and Wednesday evening Bible Study in the next
week or so. These are likely to be held in our
homes. Q & A on Current Topics related to
Orthodox Christianity will begin next week after
Liturgy.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! Susan Varga (Sept. 1st)
Today we are especially praying for
the Health and Salvation of:
Richard R.
Arika, Renee, Ashley, and Chloe.
Valentina
Josh W.
The Minnick Family
Kathy Jo, Michael
Kelli
Liz and Carla
Kim, Dale, Helen, Larissa, and Niki
Larissa
Steve and Sandy
Anthony
Joan
Slavco
Anthony
Thomas
Mat. Rebecca
Thomas
Marsha
For The Departed Soul of:
+Andy Dordea
+Pdn. Gregory
+Daniel
+Richard

