St. Nikolai Orthodox Mission of Alliance
820 South Linden Avenue, Alliance, Ohio
(at St. Theodore Romanian Byzantine Catholic Church)
Divine Liturgy, 9:30
Right Rev. Bishop Alexander, Bulgarian Diocese, Orthodox Church in America
Very Reverend Father Joseph Cervo, Archpriest (AOCANAretired)
Rev. Protodeacon James Gresh, Mission Administrator (Bulgarian Diocese OCA)
June 28, 2015/ 4th Sunday after PENTECOST/ Transfer of Relics of
Unmercenaries Cyrus & John / Sts. Peter & Paul (observed)
Mission Phone # 330 768-7633
Mission Websitehttp://www.stnikolaiorthodoxmission.com/
Welcome to Visitors. Thank you for coming and praying with us today. In the Orthodox Church,
Holy Communion is reserved only for Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through
prayer, fasting and confession during the Church fasting seasons. We invite you to introduce
yourself to Father Joe and Deacon James at the end of the Liturgy and receive a piece of the
blessed bread and join us for fellowship and Christian education at the Jonathan Casteel hall,
directly through the alley way behind the church. We look forward to seeing you again and
encourage you to learn more about the Orthodox Faith.

Tone 3
Troparion
(Resurrection)
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad!
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm.
He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead.
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world//great mercy.
Tone 5
Troparion
(Cyrus and John)
You have given us the miracles of Your martyrs, Cyrus and John,
as an invincible rampart, O Christ God;
through their prayers, frustrate the plans of the heathens,
and strengthen the faith of the Orthodox Christians,//
for You alone are good and love mankind.
Tone 4

Troparion (Peter & Paul)

First-enthroned of the apostles, / teachers of the universe: / Entreat the Master of all / to
grant peace to the world, / and to our souls great mercy!

Tone 4
Troparion
(St. Nikolai)
In truth you were revealed to your flock as a rule of faith, an image of humility and a
teacher of abstinence; your humility exalted you; your poverty enriched you. Hierarch
Father Nikolai,entreat Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Tone 3
Kontakion
(Resurrection)
On this day You rose from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death. On
this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they unceasingly
praise the divine majesty of Your power.
Tone 3
Kontakion
(Cyrus and John)
Having received the gift of miracles through divine grace, O saints,
you work wonders in the world unceasingly.
You remove all of our passions through your invisible surgery,
divinely-wise Cyrus and glorious John,// for you are truly divine physicians.
Tone 2

Kontakion (Peter & Paul)

O Lord, You have taken up to eternal rest / and to the enjoyment of Your blessings / the
two divinely-inspired preachers, the leaders of the Apostles, / for You have accepted their
labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice, / for You alone know what lies in the
hearts of men.
Tone 3
Prokeimenon (Resurrection)
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
v: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
Epistles:

Romans 6:18-23 (Peter & Paul) 2 Corinthians 11:21-12:9

Tone 3
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
v: In You, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame!
v: Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me!
Gospels:

Matthew 8:5-13 (Peter & Paul) Matthew 10:13-19

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Saints Peter & Paul: St. Peter traditionally is regarded as the leader of the Twelve Disciples
of Jesus. He was intimately connected with the earthly life and ministry of our Lord, and
after His death tried to preserve the spiritual legacy left by Jesus to him followers. In the
course of his missionary journeys, Peter founded the Church in Antioch, where the
followers of Jesus were first called Christians. St. Peter is regarded by the Church as the
first Bishop of Antioch, and the present-day Patriarch of Antioch is his successor in that
Apostolic See.

St. Paul is the greatest of missionaries. The marvelous story of conversion on the Damascus
Road (Acts 9:1-12) is hardly more striking than the rest of his life, one of the greatest
adventure stories of history.
The account of Paul's missionary journeys and the letters he wrote to the Churches he
founded form an important part of the New Testament. He traveled over vast areas of the
Roman world, preaching Christ, and fashioning the Christians Faith for all time. He called
himself an Apostle, and he was the greatest of them, even though he was not of the Twelve
Disciples. St. Paul was martyred in Rome during the reign of the Emperor Nero, about 87
A.D.
(Taken from The Icon Book by Boojamra, Essey, McLuckie, and Matusiak)
Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome under Emperor Nero in the year 87. Peter was
crucified, head down at his own request [so that he would not die in the same way as
Christ], and because Paul was a Roman Citizen, he was beheaded. The Church unites them
in a common celebration and gives them identical honor.
Peter, a brother of Andrew the First-Called, was from Bethsaida. They were the sons of
Jonas, of the tribe of Simeon. They lived by the work of their hands. At the time when John
the Baptist was in prison, Jesus came to the Lake of Genesarett, and finding Peter and
Andrew mending their nets, He called them and they followed Him without hesitation. Peter
preached the Gospel in Judea, founded the Church of Antioch and finally came to Rome.
Paul, a Pharisee, belonged to the tribe of Benjamin. He was born in Tarsus of Asia Minor.
At first, he persecuted the Church with great zeal and violence, imprisoning and killing
Christians. But Christ appeared to him on the way to Damascus and changed his heart. He
was baptized in Damascus by Ananias. He was to become one of the greatest exponents of
Christ's teachings, which he explained in letters or epistles.
The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Martyrs, Unmercenaries and Wonderworkers,
Cyrus and John from the city of Konopa, near Alexandria (where they suffered in the year
311) to the nearby village of Manuphin, took place in the year 412. This Egyptian village
prompted fear in everyone, since in a former time there was a pagan temple inhabited by
evil spirits. Patriarch Theophilus (385-412) wanted to cleanse this place of demons, but he
died. His wish was fulfilled by his successor in the See of Alexandria, the holy Patriarch
Cyril (412-444). He prayed fervently in carrying out this project. An angel of the Lord
appeared in a vision to the hierarch and commanded the venerable relics of Sts Cyrus and
John be transferred to Manuphin. His Holiness Patriarch Cyril did the angel’s bidding and
built a church at Manuphin in the name of the holy martyrs.From that time this place was
purified of the Enemy’s influence, and by the prayers of the holy Martyrs Cyrus and John
there began to occur many miracles, healings of the sick and infirm. An account Sts Cyrus
and John is located under January 31.

PRAYERS requested
For The Health and Salvation of:
Mother Ana
Doreen Wishnok (friend of the Krupko’s who is battling breast cancer)
Stefanie Waseman
Kerri Baugher (friend of the Krupko’s who has cancer)
The Knoll Family
Archpriest Rastko Trbuhovich (Fr. Dragan's Kum)
Ann Cervo (Fr. Joe's sister-in-law, diagnosed with optical melanoma)
Roland Augspurger

For The Repose of the Souls of:
+George Ralich (Father of Dan Ralich)
(Please update prayer requests at the beginning of each month. Names will be removed if the request is not renewed.)

ADULT EDUCATION:
The Adult Christian Ed study group is back on and meeting at the Gresh home.

COFFEE HOUR:
June 7th June 14th June 21st June 28thJuly 5th -

Cervo's
Dordea's
Krupko’s
Jaga
No one has signed up

Please see Deanna and Larry Dordea if you are interested in hosting a Coffee Hour. There are plenty of dates available. Thank
you to Deanna, Larry and Georgie for chairing our Coffee Hours.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE HOSTED COFFEE HOUR!!!!
DONATIONS:
Please note, any special donations will be added directly to our building fund unless otherwise specified by the donor.
God bless all who have generously donated to and support our mission.

BUILDING PROJECT:
By the grace of God construction of our chapel is well under way. Roof trusses were put in place this past week and
roof sheathing is scheduled to be put up this coming week. Please check updated construction pictures on our parish
website.
We are still in need of additional funding for the general building project. If you are able to make an initial or
additional contribution to the building fund, please see Father Joe or Deacon James.
May the Lord bless all our endeavors to glorify His Holy Name and bring others to the fullness of
the truth.
CHOIR PRACTICES:
We will be taking a break for the Summer. Practices will resume in the Fall.

CHARITABLE OPPORTUNITY:
There is still time to donate!
The 50 mile Bike Ride to benefit those afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis took place last weekend. Proceeds benefit
Multiple Sclerosis research as well as assisting families with financial assistance, emotional support, therapy and
equipment. Northeast Ohio is a “Hot Spot” for Multiple Sclerosis and has a larger than usual population of people
afflicted with this debilitating. If you would still like to make a donation, please check with Cathy or Allison.

MEMORIAL FUND FOR GEORGE RALICH:
Several people have inquired about donations to the Mission in memory of Dan’s father, +George Ralich. We will set
aside any donations in +George’s memory to purchase an item for the church. Thank you!
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